
1 of 9   

September 2009 

 

STATE BOARD REPORT 
 

���������	�
��
�� �

��
������������
o ���������	�
������ 


������������������������������������������������ �������������������
 
�


�




��
�������������

o ���������

��
� 


������������������������������������������������ �������������������
 
�


�

o �������
��
�
��� 


������������������������������������������������ �������������������
 
�


�




��������������

o �������
������
�
�� 


������������������������������������������������ ���������������
 
�


!

o ������
"#������
$���%��� ����������������������������������������������������� ���������
 
�


&

o '��#�����
��
$�����
'����� 


������������������������������������������������ ����������
 
�


(


�

�����������������������������

o )
��
*�+�������
,%�
���#�
�%
�-.)* 

����������������������������������������
 
�


/

o ,��

0

1��
2���
3�% ������������������������������������������������������ �������������
 
�


/




�

Upcoming Election Dates 
o )4�
5�




6�#7
 3�������
��
��������
��
4�����
+��� ��
�������
1��
�������
���4�����

o )4�
�&




6�#7
 3�������
1��
������
$

��4�����
1�� 
�������
������
��
8�#��%
8���9
1��
�������
���4��� ��

o ��+
�





6�7
 �

�
��������
��
�

�%
��

�����
��
 8�#��%
8���9
1��
�������
������
1��
�������
���4��� ��

o ��+
�





6�#7
 *������
���4����
3�%
6
����
�
��
:
 ��
;
(

�7


Dates to Remember�
o ,�

�!



6.7
 )
��
*�+�������
,%�
���#�

o )4�
:






6�#7
 ,��

0

1��
2���
3�%

o  ���!"���#��$�  ���%��������	���������&������������' �����������������������������( 




�
�
)����%����
������%��%������*����
�����������������* ��+�������������
��*��������������,�
�
<�=#���
1��
����1
�1
���#���4�
 


��4��
����#�
$��# ��
<�
���
.���






��4��
����#�
,����
���
0��
��� 
.���














204 West State Street, Trenton, NJ 08608 
609-394-3303 * 800-792-VOTE * Fax: 609-599-3993   Email: contact@lwvnj.org     Web site: www.lwvnj.org 

mailto:admin@elwvnj.org
http://www.lwvnj.org/


   2 of 9 

 
LWVNJ President’s Letter        SBR – September 2009 
Anne Maiese, maiese2@comcast.net 
 
 
Dear local League leaders and other SBR readers, 
 
 Our Fall Forum and Workshops on Sept. 12 was a great success!  Almost 100 people attended the 
forum on health care reform and 70 stayed for League workshops, all enthusiastic about what they learned. 
My deep thanks to our staff, who made it all run smoothly; Jamie Harrison, who moderated the health care 
panel; and our workshop presenters:  Deborah Macmillan, Louise Murray, Tara Strauss, Roberta Spray, 
Sandy Matsen and Marie Curtis.  Great job, everyone!  
 
The Board met afterwards and made several decisions:  
 

·  Approved an analysis of the Open Space Bond Issue Ballot question with our explanation and pro/con 
statements.  (See p. 7)  

·  Decided to take no position on the Open Space Bond Issue Ballot question.  We have a strong 
position supporting preservation of open space and a strong position supporting sound fiscal policy, 
i.e. avoiding debt, so we can neither support nor oppose the measure. 

·  Supported proposed expansion and strengthening of the Sunshine Law on public meetings.  The 
proposal requires minutes to be available promptly, includes electronic meetings under the law, and 
gives the public the chance to speak on new agenda items, and so on… 

·  Adopted new guidelines for Member-at-Large Units.  They allow them to do more, sooner, and offer 
the option to apply for full League status after only 18 months, rather than 3 years. 

·  Agreed to produce a printed Voters Guide with answers to questions by gubernatorial candidates in 
collaboration with the New Jersey Nonpartisan Voter Engagement Table and to add four questions 
they requested.  This coalition will fund the guide, and LWVNJ will control its content and 
formatting.  

 
Just a few reminders: 
 

�  Consensus results for the In-state Tuition Study are due Dec. 15 -- plan your meetings soon! 

�  Make sure your Voters Service chairs get the 2009 “Voters Service Manual”—much is NEW. 

�  Please use voter registration events and forums as membership recruitment events also!  

�  Please volunteer to help voters on Election Day -- see p.8 for more details! 

 
 
Thanks for all you do, all the time! 
 

Anne 

mailto:maiese2@comcast.net
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LWVNJ               SBR – September 2009 
 

 
Fall Membership Reminders 

 
 

1. Use voters service events to recruit members -- IRS rules have changed, and it is not 

only permitted but highly encouraged!    

·  You have great access to individuals who might become members when you register 

voters, hold forums and distribute voter guides, like the ballot question analysis in this 

SBR.   

·  Moderators should announce that the League welcomes all citizens 18 or older and that 

others can be associate members.  

·  If you are near a campus, make sure you let them know we have a student rate that is half 

the regular one!  (PMP is half too, so that’s a wash.)  

·  Bring membership forms and copies of your bulletin, so you can show them what you do 

if you don’t have time to tell them!   

 

2. Give a year’s membership in your local League as a gift to a speaker or other 

contributor -- it is an effective way to build membership, since people often renew after 

the year is over.  

·  To encourage this, LWVNJ waives the PMP for gift memberships for one year.   

·  With the PMP to LWVUS at $29.20, and no state PMP, it is an affordable gift that can 

really benefit everyone -- just be sure to contact the office at contact@lwvnj.org so 

you will not be billed for these individuals unless and until they renew. 

 

mailto:contact@lwvnj.org
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LWVNJ               SBR – September 2009 
 

 

Program In A Box 
 

 

Now you can share League programs with members of your local League.  
 

 
What is “Program In A Box”? 
The League of Women Voters of New Jersey Education Fund can provide kits to be used by your local 
league as a tool to discuss past programs.  We hope that you will view the DVDs available with your 
local members and participate in a lively discussion.  We also hope that by pre-assembling the handouts 
and breaking down the DVDs into sections, you will be able to put together a quality program for your 
League with minimal effort. 
 
 
What programs are available?  
Currently we have two past forums available:  School Regionalization and No Child Left Behind.  
 
 
What is included in the kit? 
Each kit includes a DVD of the program, broken down my speaker, an outline of issues discussed in the 
DVD, handouts for participants, and suggested discussion questions.  
 
 
How can my local League sign up for a “Program In A Box”? 
You can call the state office at 609-394-3303, email Jesse Burns, Director of Communications at 
jburns@lwvnj.org.  A limited number of kits are available so kits will be distributed on a “first come first 
served” basis. You will receive the kit in the mail. There is no cost to “rent” a kit, but we ask that you 
return the kit as soon as possible so other Leagues may benefit and pay for the return shipping.  

 
 

 

 

mailto:jburns@lwvnj.org
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Absentee Ballots are a thing of the past –  
Now “Mail-In Ballots” and some new rules 

 
In June the “Vote by Mail” law was enacted, changing the rules for what was formerly known as the 
absentee ballot.  First, the term "absentee" ballot has been replaced with the term "mail-in” ballot, but 
there are additional changes affecting voters and the work that League members do. 
 
Prior to the new law, any voter who was permanently disabled could apply using only one application to 
receive ballots for all elections in one calendar year.  A voter could also request an application (not a 
ballot) be sent to them for all November general elections. Both of those options have changed.   
 
The first new option (Option A) allows any voter to request all of the eligible ballots for the calendar year 
with a single application, without the “permanently disabled” requirement. 
 
The second new option (Option B) allows any voter to request a ballot (not an application) be sent to 
them for all general elections with a single application. The voter selecting this option will receive ballots 
for every November general election until or unless the voter requests the County Clerk’s Office to 
discontinue sending the ballots. 
 
The rules for authorized messengers have also changed. With the new law any voter can now apply for, 
and obtain, a mail-in ballot by way of an authorized messenger. Use of the authorized messenger is no 
longer limited to “sick or confined” voters. However, authorized messengers can only apply for, and 
obtain, mail-in ballots (not applications) for ten voters in an election. 
 
What you need to know in bullet form: 
 

·  You can still get a “Mail-In” ballot for any reason. 
·  Mail-In ballots are now good for a variety of durations.  If you so choose, you may get a mail-in 

ballot: 
o for all elections to be held during the remainder of the calendar year; or 
o for all future November general elections until otherwise requested. 

 
·  Authorized Messengers: 

o Cannot be a candidate in the election. 
o Must be a family member or a registered voter in that county. 
o Cannot serve as messenger for more than TEN (10) qualified voters per election. 
o Must sign each mail-in ballot application and show a photo ID in the presence of the 

County Clerk or County Clerk designee. 
 
The application follows and can be found online at  
 
http://www.state.nj.us/state/elections/form_pdf/application-for-vote-by-mail-ballot-072809.pdf 

http://www.state.nj.us/state/elections/form_pdf/application-for-vote-by-mail-ballot-072809.pdf
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GREEN ACRES, WATER SUPPLY AND FLOODPLAIN PROTECTION,  AND FARMLAND 
AND HISTORIC PRESERVATION BOND ACT OF 2009 

 
Shall the “Green Acres, Water Supply and Floodplain Protection, and Farmland and Historic Preservation Bond 
Act of 2009,” which authorizes the State to issue bonds in the amount of $400 million to provide moneys for (1) the 
acquisition and development of lands for recreation and conservation purposes, including lands that protect water 
supplies, (2) the preservation of farmland for agricultural or horticultural use and production, (3) the acquisition, 
for recreation and conservation purposes, of properties that are prone to or have incurred flood or storm damage, 
and (4) funding historic preservation projects; and providing the ways and means to pay the interest on the debt 
and also to pay and discharge the principal thereof, with full public disclosure of all spending, be approved? 
 
Citizens vote “yes” or “no” on public questions on the ballot. 
 
Background: 
If approved, this public question will allow the State of New Jersey to borrow up to $400 million by issuing 
general obligation bonds of the State.  These bonds are backed by the full faith and credit of the State with 
principal and interest paid from the State budget. 
 
The Bond Act allocates the $400 million as follows: (1) $218 million will be used for the Green Acres program, 
which acquires land or rights in land that protects water supplies and preserves open space, including parks, fish 
and wildlife habitat, and flood prone or affected areas, and also funds park improvements and facilities; (2) $146 
million will be used for farmland preservation purposes; (3) $24 million will be used for the “Blue Acres” 
program, by which the State may purchase from willing sellers, for open space preservation purposes, properties 
that are prone to or have incurred flood or storm damage;  and (4) $12 million will be used for historic preservation 
purposes.  A portion of the funds is allocated to provide loans and grants to local governments and to provide 
matching grants to qualifying nonprofit organizations for the purposes of the act. 
 
The Act provides a process for recommending the projects to be funded with the bond proceeds, and requires the 
Legislature to adopt legislation to fund such projects.  The Act provides that not more than 5% of the authorized 
bond amount can be used for salaries, equipment, materials and similar costs necessary to administer the programs.  
Funds made available for similar purposes from previous bond acts and dedications are near depletion, and 
additional funding is required to continue such programs. 
 
Reasons to vote “yes”: 
·  Open space and historic preservation provide numerous benefits, such as support for tourism, protection of our 

water supply, and maintenance of wildlife diversity.  Farmland preservation supports an economically viable 
agricultural industry. 

·  Land costs are relatively low at present due to the national economic recession. 
·  Use of a bond issue allows the state to purchase additional open space without increasing taxes (although tax 

revenues may be needed to cover payments in the future).  
 
Reasons to vote “no”: 
·  The State already has a large debt burden, which must be paid off.  The state's finances are in poor shape at 

this time, which raises concerns about new expenditures or debt. 
·  If certain purchases are seen as critical, alternative funding mechanisms could be chosen for them that do not 

involve additional borrowing. 
·  New bond issues every few years do not provide a stable, sustainable source of funding for open space 

preservation. 
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Non-League Events of Interest  
 

 
New Jersey Foundation for Open Government (NJFOG):  Open Government 

Symposium  
 
Date:  Friday, September 25, 2009 
Time:  9:30 am – 12:30 pm 
Location:  State Capitol Complex, Committee Room 6 
                  125 West State Street 
                  Trenton, NJ 
Sponsor:  NJFOG 
Fee:  $10; nothing for NJFOG members 
 
New Jersey Comptroller Matthew Boxer, the keynote speaker, will discuss how his office’s audits and reviews will 
help bring transparency to New Jersey’s government.  
  
Experts will also discuss the unfulfilled promise of the Government Records Council (GRC), created as a quick 
route to obtain basic open records, but not given the funding, staff or independence to serve justice to its mission. 
 
Space is limited.  Register here:�
>����.??%%%������� ����
��?
������?

����-@"AB5:7:C /4:DEB:9C95/:/DA��������B85:4/D#=
BFG  
 
Questions?   Contact info@njfog.org or call 908-418-5586. 

_____________________________________________ 
 

 
Step Up for Kids Day 

 
Date:  Tuesday, October 6 
Time:  9:00 am – 12 noon 
Location:  Trenton Marriott 
      1 West Lafayette Street 
      Trenton, NJ 
Sponsor:  Association for Children of New Jersey (ACNJ) 
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������?��������@���BF44/D	�BFC/3G �� for data that highlights some needs of children and 
families in our state. 


