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Dates to Remember

o June7 (Sa) Moderator Training, Morris County Library

0o Junl13-17 (F-Tu) LWVUS Convention, Portland, OR

o May3l (Sa) Immigration Committee Meeting, North Brunswick Public Library
0 Sept.13 (Sa) LWVNJ Fall Workshop, Lucy Stone, Rutgers

Upcoming Election Dates

o May 27 (Tu) Deadline for mailed absentee ballot application to county clerk

o June? (M) 3 pm deadline for applying in person for an absentee ballot at county clerk’s office

o June3 (Tu) Non-presidential Primary Election Day

o June3 (Tu) Petition filing deadlines for independent candidates for general elections

o Octl4d (Tu) Last day to register or change address for General Election
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LWVNJ President’s Letter SBR — May 2008
Anne Maiese
(856) 795-4367 maiese2@comcast.net

Dear SBR readers,

Has only a year passed since | became president of LWNN2en a very busy time, and I've found it
very stimulating, but it's been jam-packed with new tkihg learn and do. Losing, then finding, an
Executive Director was not anticipated, but | learnechsoh throughout, and the outcome has been so
positive, that the extra work was worth it. I've alsarned a great deal about the League’s issues and
how we advocate for them. Sandy Matsen has been aluable assist in that regard. But the best part
has been realizing, again, how dedicated and creatigklleague leaders are, as | meet more and more
of you. Congratulations on a year-well-done!

During this hectic season of local League Annual Meetingsoéher “end of year” activities, | know you
don’t need to do one more thing. But | hope you willduk the “Local League Annual Report” and
send it to the office by the end of June. We’ve cdbwn in size and hopefully allowed you to give us
some feedback too. | look forward to reading about aljtbat things you have done this year!

In the midst of ‘winding down’ activities, we also hawaignificant ‘start-up’: the LWVNJ Immigration
Committee held its first meeting on April 26, with seveambers attending, and they have started work
on many of the topics that are covered by our new LWYStion. A description of the topics they are
working on can be found on p.5. Think about joining!

Our advocacy efforts in many areas have been ongoingy34atsen’s updates on Action in Trenton
(p.6) and the OPRA law (p.8) are “must-reads.” In additibe,LWVNJ Board has weighed in on a
number of environmental issues, supporting the Smart @antAct, submitting comments to the DEP
on stormwater regulations currently in the process ofgoepdated, and signing on to a letter supporting
passage of the “Oceans 21" bill in the U.S. Congress.

As we approach the June 3 primary, the office will agaifielding many calls on our 1-800-792-VOTE
line. Our staff and the volunteers who assist them duhase busy times contribute greatly to our
mission of serving potential voters. | am particulampressed by how many members have volunteered
to help register voters during the summer and fall in Y@eal communities, at nearby colleges and at
P.S.E. & G. Service Centers. You really make a difiee!

Sincerely,
Anne Maiese, President, LWVNJ
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League of Women Voters of New Jersey SBR — May 2008
Edith Frank, Director Voters Service
edithnotto@yahoo.com(973) 267-9486

MODERATOR TRAINING

SATURDAY, JUNE 7, 2008
9AM-1PM

Morris County Library

30 East Hanover Avenue
Whippany, NJ 07981
973-285-6930

The session is designed for new moderators as wélbae tmoderators who wish to update their skills.
Experienced moderators will conduct the workshop. Ample appiby is provided to learn and practice
the techniques required for conducting candidate forums.

Candidate forums are the face of the League of Wonagar¥. Our trained moderators provide a vital
community service, and can be a source of revenue forlgcalrLeague.

Materials provided.

Space is limited.

Reservations are required.

Please contact the state office if you plan to attend
Pat Thompson
609-394-3303
contact@lwvnj.org

Reservation deadline: May 28, 2008
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League of Women Voters of NJ SBR — May 2008

2008 New Jersey Citizens Guide to Government
League of Women Voters of New Jersey
204 West State Street, Trenton, NJ 08608
Tel: 609-394-3303 Fax: 609-599-3993 Email: contact@Ilwvnj.org

The 2008 New Jersey Citizens Guide to Government has the up-to-date information every New Jersey resident needs, including;
Alphabetical listing of towns with corresponding legislative and congressional districts
State Legislative and US Congressional districts, listed by town
Current names, addresses, phone and fax numbers, and e-mail addresses of all State Legislators and US
Representatives/Senators
Registration and voting information
Political party information
National, state, county, and municipal government information
Information on the court system

Order Form

To order, please mail this form with a check made payable to LWVNIEF. Checks should indicate name of contact person on the
memo line. Payment is due when the order is made. If you are using a Purchase Order, please mail all necessary forms
with postage-paid envelopes for quick return.

LWVNJ Members: $2.50 per Guide (tax and shipping and handling included)

NON-LWVNJ Members:

1-10 $5.00 per Guide
11-50 $4.00 per Guide
51 or more $3.50 per Guide

Shipping and Handling for NON-LWVNJ Members:

1 $1.50
2 $2.00
3 32.50 OFFICE USE ONLY
4 3.00

D.R. P.O. #
> 10 20 Ck # D.S.

10 $4.00

Please see reverse side for further information on Shipping and Handling charges as well as NJ Sales Tax.

Number of Guides X Price per Guide =

Shipping & Handling +

Subtotal =

N.J. Sales Tax 7% (Subtotal x .07) +
Total Enclosed = $
Name: Date:
Telephone; Address:
City: State: Zip:
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Deborah Macmillan, Chair, Immigration Committee SBR — May 2008
dmacm@aol.com Update

Immigration Committee Formed

The committee’s first meeting was held on April 26 astBBrunswick Public Library, with seven
members from five different Leagues in attendance.

We reviewed the national position, focusing on threesatfest stood out: sharing revenues, path to
legalization, and seasonal workers. We also discussedatareas that were NOT directly in the
consensus, since we can act in those areas if svBnchjustification in existing positions and if we
coordinate action with LWVNJ and LWVUS boards.

Each member took one of the following areas to staynméd about and report developments to the
group, so that they can be reviewed for possible acti@dwacation:

* Instate college tuition for undocumented children from N Ischools
* Legalization/citizenship issues

» Day labor/credentials/seasonal work

* NJ Gold Ribbon Commission

» Drivers license/ID issues

* Imprisonment of illegal immigrants and employers—issufgsstice

We invite any member who is interested in these or adbaes related to immigration to join the
committee. The next meeting will Baturday, May 31 at 10 amat the NORTH Brunswick Public
Library, 880 Hermann Road, North Brunswick, NJ 08902, 732-246-3545

All League members welcome -- join us now and help infence what we do in the future!
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League of Women Voters of New Jersey SBR — May 2008
Sandra Matsen Action in Trenton
jmatsen@aol.com

Action in Trenton—from the League’s Perspective
Report #2

Report #1 included issues the League had been monitoring dueifigst 10 weeks of the 2819
Legislative session. The first part of this repodnsupdate on those issues.

The Governor’s proposal for financial restructuring and detuction has been shelved. Governor
Corzine has indicated that he wants the Legislatudewelop a stable financial footing for the
Transportation Trust Fund. Each time the Transportdtiost Fund comes up for renewal the League
has called on the Legislature to identify additionalrses of funding and to reduce the use of debt
secured financing for transportation projects.

The fiscal 2009 budget is still under discussion. TlaeSEreasurer recently reported that 2008 fiscal
year income will be $533 million greater than anticipatedithat the executive branch wants this
“windfall” set aside for debt reduction. That is certpia goal consistent with the League’s continued
call for debt reduction. In this political climate wepect the legislature to accept that recommendation
and not use the money to restore 2009 budget cuts.

The following actions reported previously were signed lao
* Change in the Joint Legislative Committee on Ethitah&ards from 16 legislators to 8 public
members was signed into law (P.L. 2008, c.16).
* Moratorium on harvest and possession of horseshos (Pab. 2008., c.1)
» Extension of deadline for voter-verified paper record dingamachines to January 1, 2009 (P.L.
2009, c.18)

The Legislature began committee meetings May 5 and ddikisavere released from committee. The
League did not testify on any of this legislation. Votsessions were scheduled for May 19 (Assembly)
and May 22 (Senate) at this writing.

* A.15 provides for the election of school board membekoaember general election and
eliminates vote on school budgets except for separape$ats to spend above cap which will also
occur at general election. A.15 was introduced and reldes® committee May 12 and passed
by the Assembly May 19 (43-31-5).

* A.351 which permits nonpartisan municipal elections to lie ¢ve same day as general election
will have a committee hearing May 22.

* A.121 the Smart Container Act was up for discussion only Main the Assembly Environment
and Solid Waste C committee. The League has takentsopasisupporof this bill. A.121
requires a 10 cent deposit on all plastic and glass batitsluminum cans (other than refillable
containers). All such containers would be identifiedimart bar coding technology to facilitate
redemption. On May 15 testimony was only heard from idwgi®ups which did not include the
League. The League will need to work hard to get thisletgpn passed.
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Action in Trenton page 2

CLEAN ELECTIONS COALITION
The coalition has been reconstituted. We held a pad#grence May 12 to introduce the coalition and
announce our principles
» A Clean Elections program that permanently expands to #igi€lative districts.
* A Clean Elections program that provides full campaigaricing for primary and general
elections.
* A Clean Elections program that provides equal funding tquallified candidates.
* A Clean Elections program that provides adequate resouwicpsogram implementation and
public education.
A Clean Elections program that includes proper enforcetogmotect public funds.
We still expect legislation to be introduced late Juter éhe budget approval, but have not seen any
language that the as-hoc committee is considering.

ELECTION ISSUES

The Division of Elections moved to the Secretary at&s office April 1. Bob Giles, formerly
Superintendent of Elections in Ocean County is the nesgtdr of the division. The Help America Vote
Act (HAVA) unit also moved from the Attorney Generalthe Secretary of State. The Secretary of State
and the Division are reaching out to citizen groups asasgedllection officials. The League’s main
concerns are getting inter-county provisional ballots tiwat the statewide voter registration system is
operational and enhancing poll worker training and the uniforofityaining. The public portal, which
allows citizens to determine if they are registeredote vis another League priority and is part of the
statewide voter registration system.
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League of Women Voters of New Jersey SBR — May 2008
Sandra Matsen Government—OPRA
jmatsen@aol.com

LWVNJ Supports A.1095 and S.1646

These bills would decrease the fees set for copies of gmesat records under the open public records
act (OPRA). This legislation is on the priority leftthe New Jersey Foundation for Open Government
(NJFOG), of which LWVNJ is a member. The coalitiomagnmitted to protecting and expanding public
access to government records and meetings while regpéutiegitimate privacy rights of individuals

in New Jersey. Www.njfog.org.

History:
The Open Public Records Act (OPRA) passed in 2002. The Gldea@lition formed during the work to
get the law passed. League support was based on threechages to the 1960 law:
* Assumption that all records are available to citizenssmépecifically exempted. The law prior to
2002 only opened those records required by law to be kept on file.
* Provision for filing a complaint with the Governmentd@eds Council when access was denied, as
opposed to the previous recourse which was to file amnaict Superior Court.
» Establishment of reasonable deadlines for providing recorcisizens.

When passed the bill set maximum costs (75 cents per fiag&puld be charged citizens if local
government entities did not establish a different cosirbdinance. OPRA also states “the actual cost of
duplicating the record shall be the cost of mateaal$ supplies used to make a copy of the record, but
shall not include the cost of labor or other overhegeeges” . . .except those requiring “extraordinary
efforts.” Many of the advocates for OPRA in 2002 attedid get those charges more in line with the
cost of commercial copying—ten cents or fifteen cgetscopy. They were unsuccessful in that effort.

This new legislation:

A.1095 and S.1646 will decrease the copy fees in various gdhs statutes to 10 cents for letter sized
copy and 15 cents for legal size. OPRA allows, and tHiddéls not change, the imposition of a special
service fee in cases where an agency must make anrexteay expenditure of time and effort to fulfill
a request for records.
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Andrea Kahn, Board Liaison SBR — May 2008
Natural Resource Committee
akahn@mandlaw.com

Smart Container Act, A121

The Board of Directors of LWVNJ has voted to supploet 8mart Container Act and has written its
sponsor, Assemblywoman Valerie Vainieri Huttle, in supp®Ve encourage local Leagues and
members to write their assembly representatives in sup|sort

The bill would impose a deposit on containers for jusgarts drinks, bottled waters, soda, wine and
beer. The distributor would pay the initial deposit ochefalll beverage container to be sold in New
Jersey to the State Treasurer on a quarterly basstetailer would collect the deposit from the
consumer when the beverage is sold and reimburse thbuwutist.

Each container would have a "smart container bar caddéntify the container as sold in New Jersey.
The state Department of Environmental Protection woulableorized to license and regulate the
establishment of privately owned and operated beveragaigentedemption centers, where consumers
and retailers could bring empty containers for refunds.

The bill would mandate that 75 percent of the unclaimed asgmeskept by the state, while the other 25
percent would be redistributed proportionately to retadeis redemption centers for handling costs
based on the number of containers redeemed. Thes statdaimed deposits would be placed in a fund to
defray the costs of administering the program, to supporicpedilication, to cover enforcement costs
and to finance grants for environmental projects sucaraspreservation, litter cleanup and public-area
beautification.

Since the early 1970's LWVNJ has supported efforts to masagewaste through a combination of
reduction and reuse, recycling, using waste to produce eaedyinally safe landfill options. We

believe this bill is a valuable addition to municipaly@ng programs, participation in which has
decreased greatly since the recycling tax was allowed s2sim1995. The proliferation of plastic water
bottles since then has also contributed greatly toasest litter. In the 11 states that have enacted similar
laws, recycling rates have increased dramatically, up ta 97%

We believe that both recycling and deposit laws are sacgand can work together to promote
recycling. Although all municipalities in New Jersey exquired to recycle, there is a lot of variation in
the particular materials each picks up, how residents sepsrate them, and how the law is enforced.
With deposit laws added to recycling mandates, many peoméaie not been recycling will do so
when they can directly benefit from it. And if othgnst bottles and cans into regular recycling, as some
will do who value the convenience of curbside pickup nibba@ the deposit, municipalities can redeem
the value of the recycled materials themselves. Whaataljustments need to be made in the system,
they are worth the enhanced rate of recycling.

This bill, if passed, will greatly reduce litter, resultie use of less petroleum to make new products,
especially plastic bottles, and decrease the amountiokrator by-products which pollute the
atmosphere. In addition, it will mean that fewer réalytes end up in landfills, reducing tipping costs
and potential contamination of groundwater supplies.
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League of Women Voters of New Jersey
2007-2008 Annual Local League Report—Due June 30, 20 08

The League president or a designated representative should fill out this form and mail it to:

LWVNJ, 204 State St., Trenton, NJ 08608 . You may also go online, to www.lwvnj.org, obtain this form
from the “Members Area”, fill it out using Word, and email your response to contact@Iwvnj.org.

Please attach and mail along with this form:
* Alist of your BOARD MEMBERS or Administrative Council or Committee for 2008-09.
* Your approved BUDGET for 2008-09.
* Up-to-date BYLAWS. (New)
* Any new PUBLICATIONS your League has developed.

LOCAL LEAGUE

Person submitting report:

2008-09 President(s), Contact(s), or Managers: Plea se provide 2, indicating titles.

NAME:

Address

Phone: Email:
NAME:

Address

Phone: Email:

2008-09 Treasurer

Address:
Phone: Em alil:
MEMBERSHIP:
Annual dues (for 2008-09): Individual Household Student

How many members were on your rolls as of Jan. 31, 20087

What did you do to recruit new members and retain old ones? (Please note those that were particularly

successful)

Do you have a special orientation for new members? Please describe;
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What did you do to include MALS in your area? Successes?

DEVELOPMENT: Describe how your League finances its operations beyond dues, if so.

VOTERS SERVICE:
What did you do to register new voters and/or encourage voting? (registration drives, brochures, etc.)

What did you do to inform voters about candidates or issues? (voters guides, debates, etc.)

What did you do to educate young people about government and about voting? (essay contests,
Running & Winning, giving them Citizens Guides, etc.)

How can LWVNJ support your service to voters and/or improve our own?

LEAGUE PROGRAM

If you did a Local Study , what was it and how did you conduct it?

If you participated in a State or National Study, specify which and describe what you did.

How many are in your Observer Corps and which government units do they reqularly observe?
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What were your most successful meetings/events/projects  ? Why?

ADVOCACY

What actions , if any, did you take on Leaque positions?

What was/were the position(s) you acted on? (Indicate whether a local, state or national position)

What can LWVNJ do to strengthen your/our advocacy efforts?

COLLABORATION:

Which organizations, if any, did you work with to hold events or accomplish League goals?

COMMUNICATIONS:

How did you communicate with your members? (email, mail, phone tree, website, others?)

How did you make the public aware of your events/positions? (Most effective method?)

How can LWVNJ best communicate with you and your members?
Please rank the top 4 methods, 1 as “most effective™

____Board Liaison, ___ Phone,  Website, ___email, ___eVoter,  NJVOTER,
____SBR, ___Action Alerts

What can LWVNJ do to improve communications with local Leaque leaders and members?

Any other comments?

THANKS FOR ALL YOU DO FOR THE LEAGUE AND FOR YOUR COMMUNITY!
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