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LWVNJ President’s Letter SBR — April 2008
Anne Maiese
(856) 795-4367 maiese2@comcast.net

Dear League members,

First, | want to thank all who have written checks,gonline to donate, and called others asking them
to give to our Annual Member Appeal (aka Callathon). If you neagkedge, please send it in soon. The
League’s work of educating voters and advocating for thikgsglood government, adequately funded
schools and a healthy environment takes money, and your sigopssential. Thanks!

I'd also like to urge each League to try hard to send delsgatthe LWVUS convention in Portland,
Oregon, from June 13-17. Be aware that a PMP incre&sinig proposed, arttiat issueand other
important issues, needs your vote. Please let me lamns going from your League—I want to plan a
dinner for all the New Jersey delegates, either Fratefyaturday. If you cannot send delegates, or you
would like to be a delegate for a League not your own, plelasecontact me so | can connect you.

Have you checked out our website lately? You can now govie.lwvnj.org to:
- Find out what's new in the League and see pictures oitgve
Write your state and national legislators—put in yourcoige, type your message and hit “send”—it
will be emailed or faxed to the correct address.
Join the League or renew your membership—we’ll pass duesghito your local League.
Donate to either LWVNJ or LWVNJ-Education Fund with youedit card.
Shop for items on Amazon.com, where 4% of your purchass @oLWVNJ.

Congratulations are in order for these groups and indinsdual

- The LWV of Camden County, which recently received thendha M. Lipman “Innovation Award”
from the Department of Community Affairs for its Running&inning Workshop, now being held
by Leagues in 7 states.
The LWVNJ Education Committee, for its great forum‘Nio Child Left Behind”.
Ed Gracely, LWVNJ Board, who was selected to workienltWVUS Taskforce on Election
Auditing.

Special thanks should go to two people who have contribuezdlgto the League’s work:

- Jean Aratingi, LWVNJ Membership VP, who served on tharBdor many years. She is moving to
San Antonio, TX to be close to family and will be ghgatissed.
Deborah Macmillan, Past-President of LWVNJ and memb#reoLWVUS Immigration Study
Committee. A position has been reached, and shemsnig a LWVNJ Immigration Committee,
which can recommend actions on this issue in our state.

Reminder: Another primary happens June 3, with the Deatiocrominee for U.S. Senate and many
other nominations to be decided. | know you’ll remembar®@@TV (Get Out The Vote) is very
important for this, as well as the General Electanng that advance planning is the key.

Sincerely,
Anne Maiese, President, LWVNJ
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League of Women Voters of New Jersey SBR — April 2008
Edith Frank, Director Voters Service
edithnotto@yahoo.com(973) 267-9486

MODERATOR TRAINING

SATURDAY, JUNE 7, 2008
9AM-1PM

Morris County Library

30 East Hanover Avenue
Whippany, NJ 07981
973-285-6930

The session is designed for new moderators as wélbae tmoderators who wish to update their skills.
Experienced moderators will conduct the workshop. Ample appity is provided to learn and practice
the techniques required for conducting candidate forums.

Candidate forums are the face of the League of Wonagear¥. Our trained moderators provide a vital
community service, and can be a source of revenue forlgcalrLeague.

Materials provided.

Space is limited.

Reservations are required.

Please contact the state office if you plan to attend
Pat Thompson
609-394-3303
contact@lwvnj.org

Reservation deadline: May 28, 2008
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League of Women Voters of New Jersey
Sandra Matsen
jmatsen@aol.com(908) 236-6490
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League of Women Voters of NJ SBR — April 2008
Louise Murray
louiseamurray@gmail.con{973) 538-7143

Update on Studies Approved at 2007 Convention

At the 2007 biennial convention of the League of Women \éatéNew Jersey (LWVNJ), delegates
approved two new studies. The first would look at thengotights of probationers and parolees, and the
second would examine dual office holding.

The Study on Voting Rights for Probationers and Paraieiéexamine current state law and its impact,
with the purpose of educating League members and the publicalvoernt law and giving League
members the information they would need to develop aiposit support or opposition to New Jersey’s
laws about voting rights for probationers and parolees.

At present, New Jersey election law prohibits individuats & felony conviction from voting while
incarcerated, on parole or probation. A convicted feloa wheleased from prison and has completed
probation may re-register (or register for the finste) to vote. New Jersey law is similar to several
other states, although in recent years, several $tatesexpanded the franchise. In view of these trends,
it may be opportune for New Jersey to re-examine itgiefedghts voting laws. The LWVNJ study has
the potential to contribute to this discussion.

At the 2007 convention, many delegates assumed that ouOEfice Holding Study would examine the
practice of allowing individuals to hold two or more electdfices. At about the same time as we voted
to undertake the study, New Jersey enacted a ban on doallwdfding for elected officials who
assumed a second elected office after February 2008.e Wiasheld two or more elected offices before
February 2008 can continue to do so, but no new individualshaid two or more elected offices.
Despite this important change, the League’s interadtiah office holding is very relevant for New
Jersey.

According to the New Jersey Policy Perspective, dlegitedoffice holding is just the “tip of the

iceberg”, because there are some 700 elected officralsghout the state who also holdn-elected

public sector positions. These arrangements raise serious questions abouttohfliterest and
implications for the solvency of the state pensicsteay. The LWVNJ Board of Directors concluded that
non-electegositions should be included in this study, and we wiliggplying study materials in late

fall 2008.

Members interested in working on either (or both!) esthstudies are encouraged to contact Louise
Murray (louiseamurray@gmail.copor the League office. Both e-members and those whergref
person discussions are most welcome.

! O’Neill, Tom and Bill Schluter. How Much is Enough? Diagthe Lines on Multiple Public Job Holding in New Jgrse
(Trenton, New Jersey: New Jersey Policy Perspectivg 2007).http://www.njpp.org/rpt_enough.html



mailto:louiseamurray@gmail.com
mailto:louiseamurray@gmail.com

League of Women Voters of NJ SBR — A20D8
Deborah Macmillan, Chair Immigration Committee
(609) 443-5879%dmacm@aol.com

New LWVUS Immigration Position and LWVNJ Committee

After two years of study, the League of Women Votessrieached consensus on a position. Over 65% of local
Leagues participated nationally and in New Jerseyrder to continue monitoring immigration issues and
recommend advocacy to the LWVNJ Board, we are formingremidgration Committee. Our first meeting is on
April 26, at 10 a.m. The place will be determined accordrtge wishes of those who want to join. Please call or
email me if you are interested!

LWVUS Immigration Position (as approved by the LWVUS boad 3/29/08)

The League of Women Voters believes that immigratiorcalishould promote reunification of immediate
families, meet the economic, business and employment netids \dhited States, and be responsive to those
facing political persecution or humanitarian crisBsovision should also be made for qualified personster en
the U.S. on student visas. All persons should receivéréatment under the law.

The League supports federal immigration law that proaatesfficient, expeditious system (with minimal or no
backlogs) for legal entry of immigrants into the U.S.

To complement these goals the League supports federal pobidimprove economies, education, job
opportunities, and living conditions in nations with laegeigrating populations.

In transition to a reformed system, the League suppootssions for unauthorized immigrants already in the
country to earn legal status

The League supports federal payments to impacted commubpitelress the financial costs borne by states and
local governments with large immigrant populations.

Criteria for Legal Admission to the U.S

The League supports the following criteria for legal adimissf persons into the United States:
Family reunification of spouses or minor children vatlithorized immigrants  or citizens;
Flight from persecution or response to humanitarian ciiskeme countries;
Economic, business and employment needs in the U.S.;
Education and training needs of the U.S.;
Educational prograrapportunities; and
Lack of a history of serious criminal activity.

Administration and Enforcement

The League supports due process for all persons, incltitgnght to a fair hearing, right to counsel, right of
appeal and right to humane treatment.

The League supports:
Improved technology to facilitate employer verification of eoyek status;
Verification documents, such as status cards and workijsemwith secure identifiers;
Significant fines and penalties for employers who hirauthnarized workers;
Improved technology for sharing information among federal égigen
More effective tracking of individuals who enter the Unigtdtes; and
Increased personnel at borders.
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The League also supports programs allowing foreign wotkegster and leave the U.S. to meet seasonal or
sporadic labor needs.

Unauthorized Immigrants Already in the U.S

In achieving overall policy goals, the League supports @syRir unauthorized immigrants already in the country
to earn legal status, including citizenship, by payixgsalearning English, studying civics and meeting other
relevant criteria.While policy reforms, including a path to legal stateéspain unachieved, the League does not
support deporting unauthorized immigrants who have no histargminal activity.
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Annual Member Appeal and Callathon 2008

The Callathon is ongoing. Thank you to the 26 local Leagme State Board members for making these
important calls. As of April 17, we had received donaifom 687 members for a total of $46,964.
Please help us reach our goal of $51,000 — encourage your members toelnoat

The Annual Member Appeal is critically important to LWYNAIlong with member dues, our member

contributions provide the bulk of the funding that alloweshbLWVNJ and our Education Fund to
operate.

If you have any questions or concerns regarding the AnnualdeAppeal and Callathon 2008, just
emailcontact@Iwvnj.orgr call the LWVNJ office, 609-394-3303
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CONVERSATIONS ON RACE & VOTING

The past and future of an American struggle in New Jersey

FEATURING

» Keynote speaker DR. CLEMENT PRICE, Director of Rusgéniversity’'s Institute on Ethnicity,
Culture and Modern Experience, will recount the historgheffight for voting rights in New Jersey and
across the country

* Premiere of “NJ UNLOCK THE VOTE,” a film screeningaanining the realities of felon
disenfranchisement

» Panel discussions with experts, legislators anchioees of the community, including Newark Council
President MILDRED CRUMP, NJ Latino Leadership Alliancestdent MARTIN PEREZ and Jersey
City Deputy Mayor KABILI TAYARI

Saturday, April 26, 2008
9:30 am. -1 p.m.
Liberty Science Center
Liberty State Park
222 Jersey City Boulevard
Jersey City, New Jersey
Space is limited. RSVPs are required.

To RSVP and to learn more information, please call (842}2084 or visitvww.racestillmatters.org

ORGANIZED IN PARTNERSHIP WITH
Grassroots Institute of NJersey City NAACP Branch
Legal Services of New JerseWational Organization for Women
NJ Association on Corrections\NJ Black Issues Convention
NJ Working Families Alliance Rutgers NAACP Branch
National Hip Hop Political Convention (NJLOC)
People’s Organization for Progress

FREE BUSES to LIBERTY SCIENCE CENTER

NEW BRUNSWICK: 8:30 a.m.
Rutgers Student Center
126 College Avenue, New Brunswick

NEWARK: 9 a.m.
Max Blau Building
89 Market Street, Newark
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