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LWVNJ President’s Letter SBR — March 2008
Anne Maiese
(856) 795-4367 maiese2@comcast.net

Dear SBR Readers,

I'd like to report that the LWVNJ Board voted to formenanstatewide “Immigration Committee”
at its last meeting. Deborah Macmillan volunteecedhair it, and she describes it on p. 11. If these
issues are interesting and important to you, please desitake to join. You'll learn more with each
exchange, and you can do some important advocacy oncediarpasapproved at the LWVUS
convention in June. (The word on the street isti@mbers around the country did come to consensus
on a variety, though not all, of the issues that welestu

This committee joins the other standing committeellew Jersey issues: the Education/ Fiscal
Policy Committee, chaired by Lindy Wilson; the NaturasBurce Committee, chaired by Andrea Kahn;
and the Study Committee on Voting Rights of ProbatioartsParolees, and that examining Dual Office
Holding, both chaired by Louise Murray. Louise’s agiabout the progress of the study committees is
on p. 9. Each of these groups stays current with isstuelying those in their areas, and recommend
advocacy to the LWVNJ Board from time to time. Thdyadlcome new members.

Believe it or not, the LWVUS Convention is right arouhd corner, from June 13-17, in
Portland, OR. | urge as many of you to attend as posaidelest you think that’s too far and expensive,
| understand one airline flying out of Newark has ticketslalvie for around $350. It promises to be
very rewarding. The results of the second year oMémbership Recruitment Initiative will be
revealed, and every League can benefit from the technigae®d. And of course, we’ll approve a
budget, elect officers and act on the many program prapofated. Each League is allowed at least
one delegate, and | urge you to send your quota.

And speaking ofhat convention reminds me ofrs, which is scheduled for May of 2009. We
are looking for a local League or ILO to host it. Thedtion could be in any part of the state. As any
local leader who’s hosted one can tell you, it is afatork; but often it can energize your League, since
it can be a lot of fun also.

Thanks for all you do for the League and for New Jersey!

Sincerely,
Anne Maiese, President, LWVNJ
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Saturday, March 29, 2008: “No Child Left Behind” 9:30 am — 12:00 p.mat Lucy Stone
Hall, Livingston Campus, Rutgers University, Piscataway. $5.Breakfast at 9:00 am.

Congressman Rush Holt, D-12, a member of the House Edlnc&dimmittee, will be the keynote
speaker. Confirmed panelists are an assistant superintericehools, a member of the NJ
Principals and Supervisors association, a school digir&ctor of Special Programs and a
recently retired Abbott District teacher. Find out tNa Child Left Behind is on the ground!

Saturday, April 26, 2008: Organizational Meeting for Immigration Committee  10:00 am
Location to be determined.

Friday, June 13 — Tuesday, June 17, 2008: LWVUS Convention Peautid, OR
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League of Women Voters of New Jersey SBR—March 2008
Sandra Matsen
jmatsen@aol.com(908) 236-6490

Action in Trenton—from the League’s Perspective

The 209" Legislative session began January 8, 2008. Any legislétat was not signed into law from
the previous session must be reintroduced and the prdaagssagiain. The summary below represents
issues you have read about in the paper and others thagagpee is monitoring. We have done very
little direct lobbying during these first two months.

GOVERNOR CORZINE'S PROPOSED FINANCIAL RESTRUCTURING AND DEBT REDUCTION
Much of the energy late January through mid February éatas the Governor’s proposal which he
presented to citizens in half the counties in New Jer3éat presentation schedule was suspended mid
February, but is expected to resume. The proposal heiseddoth citizen and legislative push-back
and most likely will be different in its final formAs proposed there were two major goals

Cut the state’s bonded debt from $32 billion to $16 billioareby eliminating from the budget

about $1 billion a year in debt service

Fund transportation improvements, both highway and massit, by providing $40 billion over

the next decade.
To raise the money to achieve these goals a 50% toll seseplus inflation adjustments, were proposed
for 2010, 2014, 2018 and 2022. To manage the toll roads a public lmempétation was proposed
which could borrow against guaranteed toll hikes.

The League has called for reducing the state debt fqratstesix years as well as returning the
Transportation Trust Fund to a stable financial footingmmosed to relying so heavily on borrowed
money. The Fiscal Policy committee is monitoringdbeent proposals. For more information go to
http://nj.gov/frdr/

GOVERNOR CORZINE'S FISCAL 2009BUDGET

This was presented February 26 with appropriations total of $82l@n. It includes no new or
increased taxes, $2.7 billion in spending cuts and uses $500nmoiflfrojected current year surplus
(projected at $834 million). The first budget public hearirg March 12. Committee hearings on the
budget are scheduled through May 14 as well as additionat gndalrings. A number of powerful
groups are facing budget cuts. Citizens are already hehanggislators will restore some of those
proposed cuts. | believe in today’s climate of figeskraint any restorations will have to be offset by
other cuts. Many issues of concern to the LWVNJ atilbest be held at FY 2008 levels. Watch the
process as it unfolds. Legislative hearings can kbenkst to on the internet. The governor’s budget is
available atvww.state.nj.us/treasury/omb

L EGISLATIVE ACTION DURING THE FIRST TEN WEEKS OF THE 209" SESSION

The last scheduled voting sessions before the budget\wezakl hursday March 13 and Monday March
17. There are no other committee or voting sessiorexlatdd through May 14. All legislative work

will be on the budget.
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Ethics

Two ethics bills were brought to the State Governmentr@ittees from the leadership. Both were not
available to the general public before the committeeiiga Both are out of committee and the changes
passed the Assembly and will be voted on March 17 in¢hat8.

Currently the State Ethics Commission oversees eixecbitanch employees including those in state
authorities. It has an independent executive dirextdrstaff. Proposals from a 2005 study committee
named by Governor Codey led to a more powerful Commisgitbtnenforcement powers, ethics training
responsibilities and changes in the then existing coé¢éhafs. A separate entity, the Joint Legislative
Committee on Ethical Standards, has responsibilityefgislators. It currently consists of 8 public
members (appointed by legislative leaders) and 8 legisla®epublicans and Democrats are evenly
represented. A.2452 reduces that number to 8 public memberse mkenbers will still be appointed
by legislative leaders as well as those leaders s&jeitte chair and vice-chair. Although the League
would like to see all state employees, including legistatanswerable to the State Ethics Commission
and a uniform set of standards, this is a step in thé digdction.

In a similar manner ACR 159 and SCR.85 adopts a permangisidteze Code of Ethics for the current
legislative session (2008 and 2009). Presently the lagjislat operating under the 1982-83 code of
ethics. That code of ethics has been amended to includgesheannNJ Conflict of Interest Law. The
current code can be foundwivw.njleg.state.nj.u¢directory on left side of home page).

Both bills are expected to pass both Houses and be sigoddvn

Budget Procedure

The legislature passed out of committee ACR.164; whichinegjiling of requests for changes to the
Governor’s budget recommendations at least 14 days bedichehouse passes an annual appropriation
bill. The budget resolutions must identify the sponsar@mtain a statement explaining the proposed
changes, reasons for the change and a disclosursstatmdicating if the sponsor or sponsor’s family
have a relationship with intended recipient of any iaseel funding proposed in the resolution. These
requests are to be available to the public through the Qffitegislative Services (OLS). It is expected
to pass both Houses.

Moratorium on harvest of horseshoe crabs

Natural Resources Committee asked LWVNJ to support thigAb#d260 and S.1331) based on our
biodiversity position. It was up for a vote in both Haub&arch 13 and March 17. It extends a
moratorium on harvesting of horseshoe crabs to emtisere are sufficient horseshoe crab eggs as a food
source for several shorebirds during their stopover @n thigration north. The NJ Marine Fisheries
Council had previously placed a moratorium on harvestiaghorseshoe crab which are used as bait in
commercial conch and eel fishing. The Council votedamobntinue the moratorium, which led to the
legislature considering action. It is expected to pads hmises.

Extension of deadline for voter-verified paper record on votig machines to January 1, 2009.

In July 2005 the Legislature passed a law requiring thaf@yuary 1, 2008, each voting machine shall
produce an individual permanent paper record for each astewhich shall be made available for
inspection and verification by the voter at the titme vote is cast, and preserved for later use in any
manual audit.” This is the voter-verified paper recoftis law was passed before all of the counties
had transitioned from their mechanical voting machiésw 18 New Jersey counties use the Sequoia
Advantage electronic voting machine. The only way to nie=tabove requirement is to retrofit them
with printers. A.2229 and S.1381 is the second extensidreafdadline. Monitoring the committee
hearings the frustration on all sides is high. Thertty General as Chief election Official and the
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county Boards of Elections don’t want a printer insthliatil they are assured all the bugs are worked
out. Advocates are irate that the AGs office “satt@ir hands for a good year after the law was passed”
before preparing specs for the printer or did not consither voting machines such as op scanners
which would meet the paper-trail requirement in 2005. laigiss are frustrated as they were assured
the last time a postponement to June3, 2008 that it ablgatotdd be met and would be in place for the
presidential election. The extension has passed thenfidy (71-6-3) and will pass the Senate.

Vote by Mail Law of 2008

A2451 repeals the existing absentee ballot statutes to Sirtii steps and removes reference to
separate civilian and military absentee ballots. #sdaoot change any of the current law passed in 2005
which the League supported. The League did testify askingaofication in one section of the
legislation related to applying to vote by mail. At thisdithere is no Senate companion bill.

Clean Elections
The legislature is using an ad-hoc committee to devetgipld¢ion for 2009. Members are Joe Roberts,
Linda Greenstein, Bill Baroni, Loretta Weinberg, Lou &wwald, and Amy Handlin. These are closed
meetings and the League and other advocates will have ltwitlea finished product “announced” late
May or early June. The coalition members met eaelyruary and agreed to three principles:
- Inclusion of primaries. None of the groups will suppottaer cycle that does not include
primaries
Expansion of the program, but even more importantly peemee in the legislation. We don't
want to fight this battle every two years. The caaitwill most likely call for expansion to 40
legislative districts, knowing state finances will pt@hfull expansion.
Finally address issue of equal funding or parity fundingafocandidates who qualify.

Members of the coalition are meeting with the ledgiskto have some input into their deliberations
before we are presented with a fait accompli. Thplent in the room is the issue of financing—
primarily how much money is politically possible and hibwat total translates in the number of districts
and candidates it can support. We have been assuregjigiation will include primaries and also told
it won't be any more money than 2007 and realisticallyogabdy less.
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As part of the coalition, New Jersey Foundation for Open Government (NJ FOG)*, LWVNJ is co-
sponsoring two events during Sunshine Week** in March:

Tuesday, March 18, at 1 p.m. in State House Annex Rooms 101/103. A panel will discuss local
government transparency practices and policies in New Jersey, and the NJ FOG Lift Award will
be given to an individual whose actions have increased government openness in the State.
Refreshments will be served.

Wednesday, March 19, 12:45 p.m. — 3:00 p.m., at Rutgers University, Newark Campus, Room
449 of Conklin Hall, corner of University Ave. and Bleeker Street. An interactive webcast from
the National Press Club in Washington, DC on open government and secrecy will be followed by
a discussion of how transparency issues affect New Jersey residents. See
www.newark.rutgers.edu/maps for maps and directions to campus. This event falls during spring
break, so parking near campus should be better than usual. Please RSVP if you plan to attend:
erborry@pegasus.rutgers.edu

If you have questions about either event, contact Suzanne J. Piotrowski, Assistant Professor of Public
Affairs and Administration, Rutgers-Newark, at 201.240.9243 or spiotrow@andromeda.rutgers.edu, or
NJFOG President Elizabeth Mason at 646.339.2991 or via email at nlll@optonline.net.

*NJ FOG is a nonpartisan, nonprofit coalition of organizations and individuals who believe that open
government is a cornerstone of our democracy. NJ FOG is the state's leading coalition working in the
interest of government transparency and access to public information. Members include the School of
Public Affairs and Administration, Rutgers-Newark, LWVNJ, Common Cause NJ, ACLU-NJ, the NJ
Chapter of the Society of Professional Journalists, and the NJ Library Association. For more information,

go to www.njfog.org.

** Sunshine Week is organized around the annual observance of James Madison's birthday. It is a non-
partisan open government initiative led by the American Society of Newspaper Editors, with online and
broadcast media, public officials, celebrities, civic groups, non-profits, libraries, schools, religious
leaders and others.
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Louise Murray
louiseamurray@gmail.con{973) 538-7143

Update on Studies Approved at 2007 Convention

At the 2007 biennial convention of the League of Women \éatéNew Jersey (LWVNJ), delegates
approved two new studies. The first would look at thengotights of probationers and parolees, and the
second would examine dual office holding.

The Study on Voting Rights for Probationers and Paraieiéexamine current state law and its impact,
with the purpose of educating League members and the publicalvoernt law and giving League
members the information they would need to develop aiposit support or opposition to New Jersey’s
laws about voting rights for probationers and parolees.

At present, New Jersey election law prohibits individuats & felony conviction from voting while
incarcerated, on parole or probation. A convicted feloa wheleased from prison and has completed
probation may re-register (or register for the finste) to vote. New Jersey law is similar to several
other states, although in recent years, several $tatesexpanded the franchise. In view of these trends,
it may be opportune for New Jersey to re-examine itsiefedghts voting laws. The LWVNJ study has
the potential to contribute to this discussion.

At the 2007 convention, many delegates assumed that ouOEfice Holding Study would examine the
practice of allowing individuals to hold two or more electdfices. At about the same time as we voted
to undertake the study, New Jersey enacted a ban on dealludfding for elected officials who
assumed a second elected office after February 2008.e Wiasheld two or more elected offices before
February 2008 can continue to do so, but no new individualshaid two or more elected offices.
Despite this important change, the League’s interadtiah office holding is very relevant for New
Jersey.

According to the New Jersey Policy Perspective, dlegitedoffice holding is just the “tip of the

iceberg”, because there are some 700 elected officralsghout the state who also holdn-elected

public sector positions. These arrangements raise serious questions abouttohfliterest and
implications for the solvency of the state pensicsteay. The LWVNJ Board of Directors concluded that
non-electegositions should be included in this study, and we wiliggplying study materials in late

fall 2008.

Members interested in working on either (or both!) esthstudies are encouraged to contact Louise
Murray (louiseamurray@gmail.copor the League office. Both e-members and those whergref
person discussions are most welcome.

! O’Neill, Tom and Bill Schluter. How Much is Enough? Diagthe Lines on Multiple Public Job Holding in New Jgrse
(Trenton, New Jersey: New Jersey Policy Perspectivg 2007).http://www.njpp.org/rpt_enough.html
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No Child

LEFT BEHIND

No Child Left Behind
Successes, Failures, Changes

A panel discussion presented by the League of Women o$ of New Jersey

Saturday, March 29, 2008
9:30 am - 12 pm

(Coffee and pastries at 9 am)

Rutgers University, Piscataway
Lucy Stone Hall, Livingston Campus

$5 at the door, no pre-registration required

The aim of NCLB is to improve student achievement bintaaing high standards for all students and by assisting itheeaching
this goal: 100% of students must meet state proficienogading and math by 2014.

BUT are the goals being met in New Jersey classroohsehools? Are there unexpected consequences? How
does it affect students, teachers, and curricula? Arad eftanges may be on the horizon as the NCLB Act istup f
reauthorization?

Opening speaker
Representative Rush Holt (1 District)
Member of the House Education and Labor Committee

Panel presentations and discussion
Sean Hadley
Assistant for Government Relations,
New Jersey Principals and Supervisors Association

Dr. Chris Tienken
Assistant Superintendent of Schools, Monroe Township

Candace Goldstein
Director of Special Programs, Orange School District

Mary Anne Bonalsky
Recently retired teacher, West New York School District

Program Sponsors
Gold Level: $1000 +:
THE SELECTIVE

Bankof America__ niea R 2

/ ' GROUP FOUNDATION ®

For more information, contact the League of Women Votersf New Jersey.
Email: contact@Iwvnj.org www.lwvnj.org Tel: 609-394-3303

Neither LWVUS nor LWVNJ have a position on the No ChikftlBehind Act.
This event is for educational purposes only.
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LWVNJ Immigration Committee SBR-March 2008
Deborah Macmillan
609-443-5879dmacm@aol.com

HELP FORM NEW STANDING COMMITTEE ON IMMIGRATION
Meet 10 am, Saturday April 26, place tba in centraNJ

email dmacm@aol.comlet me know how many people from your League are likely todthere on
April 26 // how many might be interested if a different chte/timing

| am happy to announce that the board of the LWVNJ amaunsly approved a motion on March 8 that
LWVNJ form a standing committee concerning immigraticaueés.

The study and consensus process to develop the nati@itapevas far more intense and it involved far
more of us in the issues than we had any reason to expeygears ago, both nationally and here in New
Jersey. That national position is now undergoing findsiens and approval by the national board, and
should be made public in a matter of weeks.

| can’t yet talk about the content of the positiont, lbcan say that it is a far stronger position than
personally expected until we got into the consensus @ased. The League may be varied, but we
can reach consensus on many issues even when able®sosthe country is divided.

I’m hoping that this new LWVNJ committee will buildhdhe interest and enthusiasm engendered by the
national study.How we operate as a committee and what we do will of courdepend on who
participates in the committee. For now, however, | see two major categories of thingsnight do:

Recommend actions to the state board and, where appmwediogether with other concerned
organizations to help change what happens in our stat@ aod communities concerning:
o The unifying of our diverse communities, including the integradf immigrants, when
appropriate;
o Directly easing the lives of recent immigrants, whezeded/appropriate;
0 Advocacy of legislation and regulations concerning bothignants and their integration as
consistent with our national and state positions.

Continue our study of the complex issues of immigrat®hath immigration and responses to that
immigration change. This study should certainly be as ategmmembers, but | expect we will
want to extend it to

0 Members of our own local Leagues,

o Other LWVNJ members, and

0 Members of our communities and our state.

If the national position is delayed and not yet public wierfirst meet, we can still get the committee
going and discuss what areas are of greatest interest to
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Annual Member Appeal and Callathon 2008

The Callathon is on with calls going out to those mersiltvho have not yet given to our Annual
Member Appeal. Thank you to the 26 local Leagues and State Beanbers for making these
important calls this month! As of March 15, we had nexedonations from 464 members for a total of
$37,511. Help us reach our goal of $51,000 by encouraging your members to donate n

The Annual Member Appeal is critically important to LWYNAIlong with member dues, our member
contributions provide the bulk of the funding that alloweshbLWVNJ and our Education Fund to
operate.

For those Leagues patrticipating in Callathon, don't fotigese key dates!

March 15" All calls completed. Return pledge forms and Calletal'Sheets to Local League
Coordinators.

March 20"  Deadline for Local League Coordinators to mail all fotm&WVNJ State Office.

If you have any questions or concerns regarding the AnnualddeAppeal and Callathon 2008, just
emailcontact@Iwvnj.orgr call the LWVNJ office, 609-394-3303
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