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LWVNJ President’s Letter SBR - January 2008
Anne Maiese
(856) 795-4367 maiese2@comcast.net

Dear SBR Readers,

We were sad to lose Danzey Burnham as our Executive Director at the end of December. She is
returning to her old law firm, and we wish her the best in her new position. We don’t have to say
“goodbye” completely, though, because she’s continuing as a volunteer on several projects. Our search
committee is reviewing applicants now, and | hope to introduce you to the new E.D. soon.

I hope your holidays were enjoyable and that you're headed into 2008 with enthusiasm and good health.
We're headed into a busy time, as our local Leagues finish up our two-year-long LWVUS Immigration
Study and hold our consensus meetings, and then do LWVUS program planning for the next two years.
| will be reporting the results of the Immigration Study consensus process undertaken by the Somerset
Hills MALs before February 1** deadline and the results of the LWVNJ Board’s program planning done
at our meeting on January 12" (Deadline is March 1)

Many of you helped publicize the deadlines leading up to New Jersey’s Presidential Primary on
February 5", and the office fielded about 80 calls per day during the first two weeks of January. Your
help is also needed for the Voter Protection project the League and ACLU are working on again this
year. We need volunteers to answer voters’ calls at both our office in Trenton and the ACLU office in
Newark, and we need volunteers to monitor polls in a few precincts where voters have previously had
difficulties and to distribute the “Voters Bill of Rights,” a palm card that carries our 800 number. Training
will be provided. See p. 5 for more details.

You are invited to attend these LWVNJ-sponsored or co-sponsored events:

Saturday, February 2, 2008, from 8:00 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. at the Eagleton Institute, New Brunswick.
Panel discussion: “Getting Women Elected: What Kinds of Help Do Candid  ates Really Need?”
The moderator is Roberta Spray, LWVNJ Board, and panelists include Assemblywomen Mary Pat
Angelini and Nellie Pou; Jeannine LaRue, VP Public Affairs of Rutgers University; and the Hon. Joan
M. Wright.

Two events during “Sunshine Week”:

0 Monday, March 17, 2008, 12 noon to 4 p.m., the Statehouse Annex, Rm. 101-103. Panel
Discussion, “Local Government Transparency.”  See p. 8 for details about submitting your
story of how obtaining public records made a difference.

0 Wednesday, March 19, 2008 , teleconference at Rutgers Newark, 12:45 to 3 p.m.
“Government Secrecy: Censoring Your Right to Know.” Details TBA.

Saturday, March 29, 2008, 9:00 a.m. to noon, Rutgers University, Livingston campus. “The ‘No
Child Left Behind’ Act—Successes, Failures, Changes. " The keynote speaker is Congressman
Rush Holt, member of the House Education Committee. Among the panelists will be Dr. Christopher
Tienken, Assistant Superintendent of Schools, Monroe Township.

Thanks for all you do to advance the League’s mission—voters’ service, advocacy, and keeping your
League strong and in-the-news.

Sincerely,
Anne Maiese, President, LWVNJ
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Jean Aratingi, VP Member Services

REMINDER
PMP DEADLINE

JANUARY 31, 2008

This is your opportunity to go to the National Web site and see that the listing for your League is correct.
If you have added members from last year, be certain they are listed. Check for the correct spelling of
names, addresses, phone numbers and emails. We need to be sure our members are getting any mail
from National and State. These are the mailing lists used.

Be certain any members who have not paid their dues this past year are dropped from the list. You will
be expected to pay a PMP for both National and State, based on the current names on the list. Remove
any name you will not be paying PMP for. After, January 31, 2008 you will be expected to pay for any
names on your membership list.

If you have any questions about the process, please call me, Jean Aratingi, 973-827-3454 or email me
at aratingi@nac.net and | will be happy to help you with your membership list.

Good luck with updating your list. Hopefully, you have many new names to add to your list this year. Do
it as soon as you read this! It will really help to act now!
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Wednesday, March 5, 2008. Governor's Conference for Women, AtlantiCity Convention
Center.

Hosted by the New Jersey Department of Community Af@ivision on Women. Keynote
speakers are Naomi Judd and Suze Orman. Free busing &bkvaibm three locations: the
Vince Lombardi Rest Area in Ridgefield, Trenton and i@helill. Please call Lenore Rosner at
609-278-7437 for more information. Online registration:
http://www.state.nj.us/dca/2008womenconf/index.htificket price is $90 until Februar{'s
$99 afterwards. Students and those over 65, $50.

Tuesday, March 11, 2008: New Jersey'’s first “Broadband Summit”

New Jersey Network is convening key State stakeholders torexpw best to harness the
power of broadband technologies for the public good amldance the economic growth
objectives and priority public needs of New Jersey. Naddneated five sector groups —
Economic Growth; Emergency Communications; Educatiomkfidoce Development; Arts,
Culture & Tourism; and Health. Time and place TBA.

Saturday, March 15, 2008 ; “Ready to Run” 8:00 am — 5:30 p.m. at Douglasaf@pus
Center, Rutgers University, New Brunswick.

For women who want to run for office, work on a campagrposition themselves for other
types of public leadershigpecial pre-conference programs for women of color on Friday,
March 14, 2008.Early bird rate available only until February 15th! Resggi®nline at:
http://www.cawp.rutgers.edu/Programs/RtoRinfo.html
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Election Protection 2008 Poll Monitors and Phone Vo lunteers Needed

The League of Women Voters of New Jersey and the American Civil Liberties Union of New Jersey are
seeking volunteers to serve as poll monitors and phone assistants for a statewide election protection
effort during the February 5 presidential primary.

Volunteer poll monitors will offer voters’ rights information to citizens entering polling locations and
survey people about their voting experience. Monitors will also refer people who had problems voting to
a voter protection hotline and notify ACLU-NJ staff. When possible, attorneys will be available to assist
voters and poll monitors who encounter problems at the polls.

Volunteers must be available for four- to five-hour shifts at polling places on February 5, and attend a
two-hour training session during the week of January 28; afternoon and evening times will be available
(see below). Volunteers will have to provide their own transportation to/from their assigned polling place
and have a cell phone on and available during their shift. Polling places will be in Newark, Elizabeth,
Hoboken, Hackensack, Trenton, New Brunswick and other sites. We will try to accommodate volunteers’
first choice of polling location.

We also need a few trained volunteers to help at the voter protection hotlines at the LWVNJ office in
Trenton and the ACLU-NJ office in Newark, answering phones and entering data into the election
protection database.

Training Times for Election Volunteers

Please choose a training session early, so we can adjust our schedule depending on your preferences.

Phone Training : For those who will answer the phones in Trenton or Newark.
Friday, February 1 at 12 noon-1:30 p.m. (ACLU office, 89 Market St., Newark)

Poll Monitor Training _: For those who will be present at various polling places throughout New Jersey.
Tuesday, January 29 at 9:30 a.m. -11:30 a.m. (ACLU office, Newark)
Thursday, January 31 at 6:30 p.m. - 8:30 p.m. (ACLU office, Newark)
Friday, February 1 at 6:30 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.  (ACLU office, Newark)
Sunday, February 3 at 2:30 p.m. - 4:30 p.m. (New Brunswick, location TBD)

Combination Phone and Poll Training: _ For those who will either answer phones or be a poll monitor.
Tuesday, January 29 at 2:30 p.m - 4:30 p.m. (LWVNJ office, 204 W. State St., Trenton)
Wednesday, January 30 at 6:30 p.m. - 8:30 p.m. (Municipal Bldg-Rm A, 400 Witherspoon Street,

Princeton)

Please call the LWVNJ office, 609-394-3303, or email contact@Iwvnj.orq if you are interested in volunteering or
have any questions. You can also contact ep2008@aclu-nj.org or call 973-642-2084 x36.
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Edith Frank, Voters Service Chair SBR January 2008
edithnotto@yahoo.com
(973) 267-9486

Voter Service Activities 2007

Thank you to the many local Leagues who responded to the questionnaire about your activities during
this past election cycle. | know that it has been very busy and | appreciate your taking the time to share
your ideas and experiences with us. As promised, here are some highlights.

Most responding Leagues did hold voter registration drives. Some of the most successful locations
were:

Local Library

Saturday morning at the post office

Back to school nights

Local fall festivals

Farmers’ markets

College campuses

Those who worked with other organizations included student government ( high school and college),
recreation department, AAUW, Girl Scouts, Project Graduation, YMCA.

Many local Leagues held candidate forums that provided information to the voters in municipal, state
and Board of Education elections. Some of the groups they worked with included:

local newspapers

Jaycees

Homeowners Association

High School — media department, social studies department.

Recommendations
- Start early — in the summer as soon as candidates are known. Too many forums were scheduled
at the last minute.
Provide registration forms at schools on an ongoing basis. High school students are eager to
register as they turn 18.
Colleges require lots of lead-time for providing information to students at orientation and
registration.
We should aim to provide a candidate forum for every contested election.
Use of TV may require us to revisit our formats.
Work with local press as much as possible.

Thanks for you input. If you have any ideas to add, please let me know
Edith Frank
Voters Service.
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Seeking Public Records Stories

The New Jersey Foundation for Open Government (NJ FK@&Rs news stories in which the release of
public records made a difference in someone's life, @jpogrruption, or saved taxpayers money. NJ
FOG is a nonpartisan, nonprofit coalition of organ@adiand individuals who believe that open
government is a cornerstone of our democracy. NJ BQieistate's leading coalition working in the
interest of government transparency and access to puldienafion.

Organized around the annual observance of James Madistim&apjirSunshine Week is a non-partisan
open government initiative led by the American Society @ivBpaper Editors, with online and broadcast
media, public officials, celebrities, civic groups, nonfpso libraries, schools, religious leaders and
others. In honor of Sunshine Week 2008, we wish to highlightes where ordinary people,
government activists, or journalists have used public recordgke a positive difference in New

Jersey. The list will be released during the week ofchldr7, 2008, among a variety of other activities
planned to promote openness in government during Sunshine Week.

We encourage submissions from journalists, students,sistioir anyone else with an interest in open
government. To submit one or more stories, write a slm@tparagraph summary of each and identify at
least one newspaper article from which the synopsisinaasn. We are looking for New Jersey-based
stories which took place between January 2007 and the pr@denstories will be evaluated by a
committee of professors, journalists, and other promiciéirens from the State.

Send this information bifebruary 15, 2008via email to Prof. Suzanne Piotrowski of the School of
Public Affairs and Administration, Rutgers-Newarkgiotrow@newark.rutgers.edulf you have any
guestions, Prof. Piotrowski can be reach via emait 804.240.9243.

To find out more about the NJ Foundation for Open Govertirgertowww.njfog.arg
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Dear League President,

It's not too late to get in on the action! You can salfremoney for your League while supporting the work of the
League statewide. How, you ask? By participating irChlkathon for our 2008 Annual Member Appeal!
(Thanks to you who have already contributed.)

What's in it for you? You get a share of the procedtigou agree to call your own members and/or members
from other leagues who are not participating, your Leaglieegeive a share of what all your members and all
those you call donate. If more than 50% of your membersilsoter your League will earn 15%. If less than 50%
donate, you will still earn 10% of all your member contribigioMany Leagues earn several hundred dollars
making these calls!

How do you sign up? Just fill in the form below and sendtihéoLWVNJ office (204 W. State St., Trenton, NJ
08608). But this is a time-limited offer—other Leagued lél getting their names and starting their calls soon, so
you need to hurry to get in on this great offer. Deaoiol\ to participate iiCallathon 2008

Thank you for supporting the League of Women Voters of Bewey an€allathon 2008!

Sincerely,

Anne Maiese, President
Roberta Spray, VP of Fundraising

CALLATHON 2008 LOCAL LEAGUE SIGN UP
(PLEASE PRINT)
Will your League patrticipate i€allathon 2008by calling your own League Members? Yes __ No
Will your League call members from another local Leag¥e® _ No __ Number of Names
(Your League will earn 10% or 15% on calls to another Leagugell)

Name of your local League:

Name and address where Callathon materials should be mailed

Name: Phone:
Address: City Zip
Email:

Mail to: League of Women Voters of New Jersey
204 West State Street
Trenton, NJ 08608

Fax: (609) 599-3993 Email: contact@Iwvnj.org
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