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204 West State Street, Trenton, NJ 08608 
609-394-3303 * 800-792-VOTE * Fax: 609-599-3993  

Email: contact@lwvnj.org   Web site: www.lwvnj.org 
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LWVNJ President’s Letter         SBR – September 2007 
Anne Maiese (856) 795-4367   maiese2@comcast.net 
 
 
Dear SBR Readers, 
 

It was great to see and talk with so many of you at the recent workshops at the Livingston 
Campus of Rutgers. I learned a great deal about global climate change and voting rights for parolees and 
probationers, and I was reenergized by your enthusiasm and energy.  

 
We’ll all need that energy as we go into October, when pre-election activities gear up. I know 

many of you will be registering people to vote right up until the deadline, October 16, handing out 
information about the ballot questions, and holding forums during the next six weeks. I urge you to read 
the information about forums and moderators on p. 5. It is very important that you go through the state 
office and the coordinators to obtain a moderator. People often call the office about a forum that you’ve 
scheduled and we need to be able to pass along that information about it. We also sometimes need to 
make sure a particular forum is actually being sponsored by the League, as advertised. If all Leagues get 
into the habit of scheduling moderators through the coordinators, we’ll be able to do both more easily.   

 
Now that Clean Elections are a success according to the standards set by the legislature (more that 

50% of the candidates became certified by collecting small contributions from many donors), we are 
confident that in 2009, the legislature will reauthorize clean elections and include both primary and 
general elections in it, as promised. It is an important step forward. Thanks to leaders and members of the 
Leagues of Monroe, Northern Valley, Princeton, Sussex-Highlands and Teaneck for helping inform the 
public and setting up debates to meet the pilot program requirements. 

 
We got a good start on our LWVNJ study on voting rights for parolees and probationers at the 

workshops. We also need to complete our LWVUS study on immigration that must be finished by 
January. This is not something that “they” are doing—we are all involved. So, if you can possibly do so, 
please attend the Immigration Forum on Saturday, October 20. We have a responsibility to learn as much 
as we can, so that our consensus decisions are really informed; it’s a very complex issue. Our past 
president, Deborah Macmillan, a member of the LWVUS Immigration Study Committee, will moderate a 
distinguished panel, and we’re making arrangements for individual Leagues to hold their consensus 
meetings afterwards if they want to. See the flyer on p. 12 for more information.  

 
If you were worried and/or energized to do more about climate change after the wonderful 

presentation at workshops, or if you missed it, you should attend the ANJEC Conference on Friday, 
October 12, a full day of workshops about specific ways of addressing this issue. It will be held at the 
Conference Center at West Windsor. Since LWVNJ is a co-sponsor, you can attend at a reduced price.  
More information and a registration form can be found at:  
http://www.anjec.org/html/workshops.htm#congress 

 
I’m continually impressed by all you accomplish, 
 
Anne Maiese 
President    
 

mailto:maiese2@comcast.net
http://www.anjec.org/html/workshops.htm#congress
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League of Women Voters of New Jersey     SBR – September 2007 
 
 

Important New IRS Information for all Leagues 

 
          Beginning in 2008, ALL Leagues and League Education Funds must file an annual Form 990-N, 
also called the e-postcard. This short and simple electronic notice will cover activities from January 1, 
2007 onward. The only exceptions are Leagues and education funds that file a Form 990 or 990-EZ with 
the IRS.  Prior to 2008, Leagues and education funds that grossed less than $25,000 per year did not need 
to file with the IRS.  However, the Pension Protection Act of 2006 added the requirement that every 
nonprofit file at least the Form 990-N each year. 

          All Leagues and education funds must provide the following information on their Form 990-N: 

The organization's name;  
Any other names the organization uses;  
The organization's mailing address;  
The organization's website address, if applicable;  
The organization's employer identification number, if applicable;  
The name and address of a principal officer of the organization;  
The organization's fiscal year; and  
A statement that the organization's gross receipts are normally less than $25,000. 
 
          The IRS is in the process of mailing letters to nonprofits explaining the new requirements. For 
more information, download copies of the IRS letter and FAQ.  The IRS requires that organizations file 
Form 990-N electronically, and there is no paper form. You must be able to access the Internet, but no 
special software is required.  Leagues without a computer will be able to fill out Form 990-N using a 
computer at a public library.  Leagues must file by the 15th day of the fifth month after their fiscal year 
ends.  The law provides that nonprofits that fail to submit a Form 990-N for three consecutive years will 
lose their nonprofit status.  LWVUS will provide additional guidance on Form 990-N to Leagues as 
information becomes available.  

 

http://lists.lwv.org/t/441038/2384139/269/0/
http://lists.lwv.org/t/441038/2384139/270/0/
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League of Women Voters of New Jersey         SBR - September 2007 
 
 

 

 

Eagleton Institute of Politics 50th Anniversary Lecture Series 
Center for American Women and Politics  

presents 

The 2007 Senator Wynona Lipman Chair in Women’s Political Leadership 
Public Lecture  

Gwen Ifill  
Moderator, Washington Week on PBS 

Politics, Policy and Reality:  
What’s Really Going On in Washington 

�  Moderator and managing editor of Washington Week 
�  Senior correspondent, The NewsHour with Jim Lehrer 
�  Moderated the 2004 vice presidential debate 
�  Published in The New York Times, The Washington Post, 
�  The Baltimore Evening Sun and The Boston Herald American 

Thursday, September 20, 7 p.m.  
Busch Campus Center, Multi-Purpose Room 

Busch Campus, Rutgers University 
604 Bartholomew Road, Piscataway 

Details and directions at www.cawp.rutgers.edu 

RSVP to eagleton.events@rutgers.edu or (732) 932-9384, ext. 331 

The Senator Wynona Lipman Chair in Women’s Political Leadership  
is made possible by the generous support of the New Jersey Legislature 

This event is co-sponsored by: (list in formation) 
Associate Alumnae of Douglass College Center for Civic Responsibility Douglass College Center for Media 
Studies Center for Women and Work Center for Women's Global Leadership Common Cause New Jersey 

Department of Political Science, Rutgers Institute for Research on Women Institute for Women and Art 
Institute for Women's Leadership Leadership New Jersey League of Women Voters of New Jersey 

National Association of Social Workers – New Jersey Chapter New Jersey Public Policy Research Institute 
(NJPPRI) NJ Chapters of Delta Sigma Theta Sorority Office of the Associate Vice President for Academic and 

Public Partnerships, Rutgers Rutgers Citizenship and Service Education (CASE) Program School of 
Communication, Information, and Library Studies, Rutgers School of Environmental & Biological Sciences, 

Rutgers Women’s Fund of New Jersey Women's Political Caucus New Jersey  
 

http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?t=e9rnkccab.0.a54q87bab.4pj7uzbab.436&ts=S0268&p=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.cawp.rutgers.edu%2FPrograms%2FLipman.html
mailto:eagleton.events@rutgers.edu
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Invites You to a 
 

Tour of the New Jersey State House 

and  
 

The LWVNJ State Office 
for a  

“Soiree Between the Lions”  
 

NOVEMBER 10, 2007 
 

3:00 PM TO 6:00 PM 
 

Tour begins at 3:00 promptly,  followed by the Soiree at 
 

204 West State Street 
 

Cost:  $35.00  (Checks payable to LWVNJEF) 

LWVNJ, 204 West State Street, Trenton, NJ  08608 

 
RSVP by November 1 

Questions?  Contact: 
 
    Andrea Kahn 732.297.4049 or akahn@mandslaw.com  
 Or 
Jeanne Van Steen 973.667.5239 or vansteen@juno.com  
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  

 

Name______________________________League______________________ 
Address_____________________________________________________________________ 
 _____________________________________________________________________ 
Check enclosed ($35.00 payable to LWVNJEF)________________by Nov. 1 

 

mailto:akahn@mandslaw.com
mailto:vansteen@juno.com
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Edith Frank, Director, Voter Services      SBR September 2007 
973-267-9486      edithnotto@yahoo.com 
 

So, You Want to Hold a Candidates’ Forum? 
    

Step one: Contact the state office  with the following information for a proposed forum: 
            Date and time of forum 
            Office sought  

Location 
            Sponsoring organization 
            Contact person information 
And let us know that agreement of the candidates has been obtained. 
 
Step two:  Moderator Coordinators  
 

The state office will contact one of the Regional League Coordinators who have been assigned to assist 
local Leagues obtain the services of one of our League-trained moderators. They have also been able to 
assign moderators to assist in activities of outside agencies. The Coordinators know which moderators 
are already scheduled and have been very successful at finding moderators for forums. 
    
Step three : Details should be worked out with the moderator:  
  Roles and responsibilities   
  Format and timing 
  Contact with candidates 
  Facilities arrangements 
  Publicity 
  Assignment of time keeper 
 
Step Four: Fees  
The established fee structure can be found in the 2006 Voter Service Manual, p. 22. Consult with our 
coordinators to determine the appropriate fee for t he work. 

 
The moderator earns the fee for the LWV, and she/he determines which level of League shall receive 
the fee or if it will be shared with state and local levels. 
Note:  if a member of the LWVNJ Board is the moderator, the money goes to the state, not the local 
League. 

Step Five :  After they are in place, forward forum details t o the office: 
. Date, time and location of the forum 
 Moderator assigned 
 Sponsoring organization 
 
We are maintaining a moderating calendar so that we can answer inquiries from the public about 
League sponsored events. 
 
In addition, we want to avoid situations where an unauthorized forum is held, i.e., cases where 
sponsoring organizations have used the name of the League of Women Voters, but did not actually use 
League moderators or format. 
 
Step Six: Follow Up  
Please give feedback to the office and/or the coordinators about successes and areas of concern. 
Photos? Send them to us for The NJ Voter.  
 
 
 
 

mailto:edithnotto@yahoo.com
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League of Women Voters of New Jersey        September 2007 
State Office, (609) 394-3303,www.lwvnj.org        SBR-Voters Service 
 
 
 

PLEASE MAKE THIS INFORMATION AVAILABLE TO YOUR  
VOTERS SERVICES COORDINATORS 

 
 

Voters Service Materials Available 
 

As you are planning for your fall Voters Services activities, don’t forget that LWVNJ offers a number of 
resources including: 

 
�  Voting in New Jersey brochure 
�  Choosing a Candidate in New Jersey  brochure 
�  Candidates Night flyer 
�  Voter Registration Drive flyer 
�  Voter Information flyer 
�  Why Vote brochure 
�  Making Your Voice Heard brochure 

 
 
If your League would like to order large quantities of these free publications, please call or email the 
state office in advance of your event. Shipping and handling charges will only apply to larger orders. 
 
 

LAWN SIGNS 
 

Don’t forget to put it up your LWV Lawn Signs.  Signs should be put up the Wednesday before the 
election and taken down no later than the morning after the election. 
 
 

SAMPLE CANDIDATE QUESTIONS AVAILABLE AT WWW.LWVNJ.ORG 

 

As part of LWVNJ’s mission of encouraging voters to be informed, the State Board of the LWVNJ formulated a 
set of sample questions for the state legislative races.  These questions are available on the LWVNJ website, 
www.lwvnj.org  and will appear in the New Jersey Voter.  LWVNJ will not be submitting these questions to 
candidates.  They are for use by League members and the general public..

http://www.lwvnj.org/
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BALLOT QUESTION ANALYSIS 

 
PUBLIC QUESTION # 1 

DEDICATES ANNUAL REVENUE OF AN AMOUNT EQUAL TO A TA X RATE OF 1% 
UNDER THE STATE SALES TAX FOR PROPERTY TAX REFORM 

 
Do you approve the amendment of Article VII, Section I of the Constitution of the State of New Jersey, to provide 
for the annual dedication and annual appropriation of an amount equal to the annual revenue derived from a tax 
rate of 1% imposed under the New Jersey Sales and Use Tax, exclusively for the purpose of property tax reform 
through a special Property Tax Reform account established in the constitutionally dedicated Property Tax Relief 
Fund? 
 
Citizens vote “yes” or “no” on public questions on the ballot 
 
Background: 
The sales tax increased from 6 to 7 cents in July of 2006.  This question does not change that increase.  In 
November of 2006 the electorate approved the dedication of one-half of that penny increase to property tax reform.  
That dedication provided about $650 million of sales tax income placed in a special account in the Property Tax 
Relief Fund.  New Jersey’s (the state’s) major revenue source, the personal income tax, is dedicated for the 
purpose of reducing property taxes and is placed in this same fund. 
 
The 2007 question asks voters to dedicate the remaining one-half cent increase of the state sales tax for property 
tax reform with this money being placed in the same Property Tax Reform Account.  If approved the total 
dedication of sales tax income for FY 2008 is estimated at $1.3 billion, if defeated the dedication of sales tax 
income remains at the one half cent level, estimated for FY 2008 at $650 million dollars. 
 
Reasons to vote “yes”:  

·  Property taxes are very high relative to other taxes in New Jersey.  This dedication is a step toward 
providing relief to property tax payers. 

·  Dedication of tax revenue prevents it from being used for general spending and insures its availability for 
the intended purpose.  A constitutional dedication can only be changed by the voters. 

 
Reasons to vote “no”:  

·  Constitutionally dedicating taxes reduces the flexibility of the state to direct revenues to changing priorities. 
·  The one penny increase in the sales tax passed in 2006 was to provide additional money to help balance the 

budget.  Dedicating this increase leaves the state budget under funded which will force budget cuts or 
borrowing to fund programs not defined for use by the property tax relief fund. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Public question explanations are provided by the League of Women Voters of New Jersey Education Fund.  Permission is 
given to reproduce with attribution. 
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BALLOT QUESTION ANALYSIS 
 

PUBLIC QUESTION # 2 
STEM CELL RESEARCH BOND ISSUE 

 
Shall the “New Jersey Stem Cell Research Bond Act” which authorizes the State to issue bonds in the amount of 
$450 million for grants to fund “stem cell research projects,” as defined in the act, at institutions of higher 
education and other entities in the State conducting scientific and medical research, and providing the ways and 
means to pay the interest on the debt and also to pay and discharge the principal thereof, provided that recurring 
revenues of the State are certified by the State Treasurer to be available in an amount equal to the sum necessary to 
satisfy the annual debt service obligations related to such bonds, be approved? 
 
Citizens vote “yes” or “no” on public questions on the ballot. 
 
Background: 
If approved this question allows the state of New Jersey to borrow $450 million in general obligation bonds if 
sufficient recurring revenues are identified to pay the debt.  General obligation bonds are backed by full faith and 
credit of the state.  These bonds may have a 35 year maturity date and may be subject to redemption prior to 
maturity. 
 
No more than $45 million a year may be awarded as research grants to higher education or other state entities 
conducting research on stem cells.  Any unused grant capacity in a given year will carry over to subsequent years.  
Any for-profit company must be collaborating with a NJ based nonprofit institution to be eligible for a grant.  
Grants will be awarded by the NJ Commission on Science and Technology with input from an independent 
research review panel and independent ethics panel.  If a research institute realizes a financial gain associated with 
a grant funded project, payment to the Stem Cell Research Fund, representing a reasonable return on the grant, is 
required. 
 
Reasons to vote “yes”: 

·  Stem cell research may provide the answers to many medically devastating diseases and injuries.  
·  Investment in research will help New Jersey maintain a competitive position in this field provide economic 

opportunity in the state and spur new business ventures. 
·  The funding will be distributed based on scientific merit of projects as judged by two independent review 

panels. 
·  A requirement that the Treasurer certify annually that sufficient recurring revenues are available to meet the 

costs provides fiscal responsibility. 
Reasons to vote “no”: 

·  With $33.7 billion in state debt, which costs $3 billion in interest and principal payments each year, this is 
not the time to add more debt.  $45 million a year in grants is 0.15% of the budget.  Finding a way to budget 
this expenditure, without the accompanying interest payments on debt, would be more fiscally responsible. 

·  Public policy in New Jersey allows for embryonic stem cell research, which is opposed on moral grounds by 
some citizens.  Such research should be conducted and funded by private firms, not with taxpayer dollars. 

 
 
 
Public question explanations are provided by the League of Women Voters of New Jersey Education Fund.  Permission is 
given to reproduce with attribution. 
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BALLOT QUESTION ANALYSIS 
 

PUBLIC QUESTION # 3 
GREEN ACRES, FARMLAND, BLUE ACRES,  

AND HISTORIC PRESERVATION BOND ACT OF 2007 
 

Shall the “Green Acres, Farmland, Blue Acres, and Historic Preservation Bond Act of 2007,” which authorizes the 
State to issue bonds in the amount of $200 million to provide moneys for (1) the acquisition and development of 
lands for recreation and conservation purposes, (2) the preservation of farmland for agricultural or horticultural use 
and production, (3) the acquisition for recreation and conservation purposes properties in the floodways of the 
Delaware River, Passaic River, and Raritan River and their tributaries, that are prone to or have incurred flood or 
storm damage, and (4) funding historic preservation projects; and providing the ways and means to pay the interest 
on the debt and also to pay and discharge the principal thereof, be approved? 
 
Citizens vote “yes” or “no” on public questions on the ballot. 
 
Background: 
If approved this question allows the state of New Jersey to borrow $200 million in general obligation bonds.  
These bonds are backed by the full faith and credit of the state with principal and interest paid from the state 
budget.  
 
If approved the bond act allocates $109 million to the Green Acres program for open space and park development, 
$73 million for farmland preservation, $12 million for the Blue Acres program and $6 million for historic 
preservation.  The Green Acres $109 million for land acquisition and park development provides $45 million for 
use by the state, $55 million for grants and loans to local governments and $9 million for matching grants to 
nonprofit organizations.  The Blue Acres land acquisitions in floodways will be recommended by an advisory 
committee composed of experts in flood management.  Any land acquired must be from willing sellers.  The bonds 
issued for historic preservation are for the purpose of providing matching grants to qualifying entities. 
 
Only $1.7 million remains for land acquisition from the bonds authorized in 1998. The remainder must be used to 
pay down the debt. 
 
Reasons to vote “yes”:  

·  Purchasing land or rights to land for open space preservation is critical to our state’s environment and 
quality of life.  Open space and historic sites also support the tourism industry and the economy of the state. 

·  The state is projected to reach full development within 30 years; we need to continue to preserve open space 
now. 

 
Reasons to vote “no”: 

·  With $33.7 billion in state debt, which costs $3 billion in interest and principal payments each year, this is 
not the time to add more debt.   

·  Preserving more land will inflate housing costs, disproportionately burdening middle and modest income 
families. 

 
 
 
 
 
Public question explanations are provided by the League of Women Voters of New Jersey Education Fund.  Permission is 
given to reproduce with attribution. 
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BALLOT QUESTION ANALYSIS 
 

PUBLIC QUESTION # 4 
CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT CONCERNING 
THE RIGHT TO VOTE FOR CERTAIN PERSONS 

 
Shall the amendment of Article II, Section I, paragraph 6 of the Constitution, agreed to by the Legislature, revising 
the current constitutional language concerning denial of the right to vote by deleting the phrase “idiot or insane 
person” and providing instead that a “person who has been adjudicated by a court of competent jurisdiction to lack 
the capacity to understand the act of voting” shall not enjoy the right of suffrage, be adopted? 
 
Citizens vote “yes” or “no” on public questions on the ballot. 
 
Background: 
Paragraph 6 of Article II, Section I of the New Jersey Constitution currently reads “No idiot or insane person shall 
enjoy the right of suffrage.”  This paragraph operates as an exception to paragraph 3 which states that every citizen 
of the United States, of the age of 18 years, who shall have been a resident of 30 days of the State and of the 
county in which he claims his vote is entitled to vote.  Paragraph 6 retains language from the 1844 constitution 
which denied the right to vote to an idiot or insane person.  In 1976 the Appellate Division of the Superior court of 
New Jersey declared that the words “idiot” and “insane” do not have a legal meaning.  Current case law denies the 
right to vote only to those individuals with cognitive disabilities who have been determined by a court to not 
understand the act of voting.  This amendment places that language in the constitution, deleting the archaic 
language of “idiot or insane person.” 
 
Reasons to vote “yes”: 

·  Language is powerful.  Needless and stigmatizing language should be eliminated from our constitution and 
laws. 

·  This amendment acknowledges that individuals with cognitive or emotional disabilities are capable of 
making decisions in the voting booth.  If challenged, any decision to deny suffrage would be made by a 
court of competent jurisdiction. 

 
Reasons to vote “no”: 

·  Replacing the words “idiot” and “insane person” from the New Jersey Constitution with “a person who 
lacks the capacity to understanding the act of voting” is subjective.  Different judges could apply different 
factors in making their determination.  There should be specific criteria for demonstrating “capacity to 
understand the act of voting.” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Public question explanations are provided by the League of Women Voters of New Jersey Education Fund.  Permission is 
given to reproduce with attribution. 
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LWVNJ          SBR September 2007 

 

 

Immigration:  

National Legislation and Consensus, 

Based in Local, Regional, and National Experience 
 

Saturday, October 20, 9:30 am - 12 noon 

Lucy Stone-A142, Rutgers—Livingston Campus, Piscataway, NJ 

 

Three (or more) panelists will present their divergent positions, discuss these 
positions among themselves, and answer and discuss questions from the audience:   

*  Martin Perez, Esq, President, Latino Leadership Alliance of New Jersey; Member, Governor 
Corzine’s Advisory Panel 

*  Susan Tully, National Field Director, FAIR (Federation for American Immigration Reform) 

*  David Rebovich, PhD,  Managing Director, Institute for NJ Politics, Rider University; columnist; 
PoliticsNJ.com 

 

The panelists will address issues nationally, as all League members are working toward a national consensus on 
immigration and because much of our information is based on national media and national statistics.  Panelists will 
also address the issues as they play out in New Jersey to ensure that they connect with our personal experience and 
inform us about what we should be most concerned about as New Jerseyans. 
 

 

We will have registration, coffee, and introductions from 9:30 to 10,  
followed from 10 to 12 by the panel itself,  

together with questions and answers. 

Admission is free and is open to all League members and to the general public, but please RSVP by 
emailing or calling the LWVNJ office to reserve a place: 

                                   contact@LWVNJ.org         609-394-3303 
 

 

 

Local Leagues and Members at Large   

 We have reserved several rooms from noon to 3 if you wish to schedule a discussion and/or consensus meeting 
immediately following this panel.  These rooms MUST be reserved through the state office – email and phone above 

mailto:contact@LWVNJ.org
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League of Women Voters of New Jersey     SBR—September 2007 
Positions on Ballot Questions 
 
 At their meeting on September 8, the LWVNJ Board of Directors adopted the following 
positions on the public questions that will appear on the ballot. 
 
Ballot Question No. 1  Sales Tax Dedication  OPPOSE  
 
The LWVNJ Board voted to oppose public question No. 1,  which dedicates annual revenue of an amount equal 
to a tax rate of 1% under the state sales tax for property tax reform. 
 
Position:  Dedication of Taxes (1971, 1984, 1996)  The League opposes constitutional dedication of taxes for 
specific purposes. 
 
Background:  For the 2006 budget, the administration proposed increasing the sales tax from 6% to 7%.  As part 
of the negotiations to win approval and bring an end to the “budget shutdown of government” the administration 
agreed to place ½ cent dedication on the ballot, the dedicated funds to be placed in a special account established in 
the already constitutionally dedicated Property Tax Relief Fund.  This question proposes dedicating the remainder 
of the 2006 1% sales tax increase.  The total dedication would be $1.3 billion in FY 2008, $1.34 billion in FY 2009 
and $1.38 billion in FY 2010 (Fiscal impact, Office of Legislative Services)—double what has already been 
dedicated from this source and removing that amount from the general fund available for the annual budget 
 
Ballot Question No. 2: Bond Issue to Support Stem Cell Research   NO POSITION TAKEN 
 
No League position is applicable to this bond issue, so we can take none.  
 
Ballot Question No. 3: Green Acres, Farmland, Blue Acres and Historic Preservation Bond Act   SUPPORT 
  
Position:  LWVNJ Smart Growth positions 
 
Background:  The Bond Proposal authorizes the State to issue $200,000,000 general obligation bonds to fund the 
acquisition and development of lands for recreation and conservation purposes, preservation of farmland, 
acquisition for recreation and conservation purposes of properties in certain floodways and historic preservation 
projects.  The Natural Resources Committee voted to request the State Board to support the bond proposal. 
 
Ballot Question No. 4: Language change re: persons formerly called “idiot or insane person”      SUPPORT 
 
The LWVNJ Board voted to support the public question amending Article II Section 1 paragraph 6 revising 
current language concerning denial of the right to vote by deleting the phrase “idiot or insane person” and 
substituting “person who has been adjudicated by a court of competent jurisdiction to lack the capacity to 
understand the act of voting” shall not enjoy the right of suffrage. 
 
Position:  LWVUS principle—every citizen should be protected in the right to vote.  “The League has supported 
efforts to increase the accessibility of registration and voting for people with disabilities.” (LWVUS Impact on 
Issues) 
 
Background:  The proposed new language uses current case law that only denies the right of suffrage to those 
individuals with cognitive or emotional disabilities who have been determined by a court—not public opinion or 
election workers—to not understand the act of voting.  The only opposition heard at the meetings was individuals 
who felt all restrictions should be removed—a position that was not politically viable. 
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League of Women Voters of New Jersey     SBR September 2007  
Advocacy Update 
 
CLEAN ELECTIONS .  The 2007 New Jersey Fair and Clean Elections Pilot Project for public financing of 
Senate and General Assembly candidates in Districts 14‚ 24 and 37 is well underway.  The legislation 
establishing the program sets 50% of major party candidates qualifying and not withdrawing from the 
program as one consideration for expanding the program into 2009. As of September 15, 15 out of the 18 
major party candidates have been certified as clean elections candidates, and the deadline for securing 
contributions is September 30, 2007, so we have a good chance of having the program expanded.  
 
LWVNJ has distributed district-specific brochures in each of the three districts to educate voters about the 
program and how they can support it.  Local Leagues in those districts are working to set up debates that will 
comply with the programs requirement that each candidate participate in at least two interactive debates.   
You can see a copy of each district’s brochure and a general Fact Sheet about Clean Elections on the League 
website, www.lwvnj.org. 
 
The status in each district as of September 5, 2007: 
 
District 14: 
·  All 8 candidates have filed declarations of intent that they will seek certification as Clean Elections 

candidates. 
·  Each of the Republican and Democratic candidates has secured the necessary 800 $10 contributions to 

become certified and receive the entire amount of available public monies to run their 2007 campaign.   
·  The two Libertarian candidates are still seeking contributions in order to qualify as Clean Candidates. 

 
District 24: 
·  All 6 candidates have become certified Clean Elections candidates. 
·  The Republican Senatorial candidate has received the 800 qualifying contributions needed to receive the 

full amount of public funding.  The other five candidates continue to seek $10 contributions to reach the 
maximum of 800 contributions in order to receive the full amount of public funding. 

 
District 37: 
·  All 6 candidates have filed declarations of intent that they will seek certification as Clean Elections 

candidates 
·  The Democrats have all become certified but are seeking $10 contributions in order to reach 800 and 

qualify for the full amount of public funding.  None of the Republican candidates are yet certified, and all 
are still seeking the $10 contributions necessary to become certified. 

 
DEATH PENALTY :  The League’s work on abolishing the death penalty in New Jersey is now reaching the 
critical moment.   We expect that later this year the Legislature will address the bill which would replace the 
death penalty with life without parole and to use the cost savings for benefits and services to victims’ 
families. Victory is within our reach, but additional action is needed now to take us across the finish line.    
 
Our partner on death penalty issues, New Jerseyans for Alternatives to the Death Penalty, would like to 
come to your local League meeting as part of a concerted (hand written) letter-writing advocacy effort.  
Representatives from NJADP would need about 20-30 minutes to facilitate this effort.  Someone from 
NJADP has, or will soon, contact you to ask you to schedule a time for this.  LWVNJ encourages all Leagues 
to participate.  If you have any questions, please contact Abe Bonowitz at NJADP, abe@njadp.org or (609) 
278-6719. 
 
There is much national, even international, interest in New Jersey’s efforts to abolish the death penalty, and 
recent gains made the front page of The New York Times.  With your help we soon will able to celebrate this 
historic victory and see New Jersey get hugely positive national and international press.   

http://www.lwvnj.org/
mailto:abe@njadp.org
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League of Women Voters of New Jersey     SBR September 2007 
 
 

Changes to Local Leaders Contact List 
 
 
East Windsor – Hightstown  (NJ409) 
Anna Lustenberg 
2613 Old Stone Mill Drive 
East Windsor, NJ  08512 
(609) 443-8046 
anna.lustenberg@verizon.net 
 
 
The Moorestown League is now the Burlington County League.  All other information remains the 
same. 

mailto:anna.lustenberg@verizon.net

