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League of Women Voters of Lawrence Township
May 2009 Bulletin

Acting Co-Presidents: Veronica Pickering - 609-896376; VAPick1924@aol.com
Nicole Plett - 609-771-1665NBPlett@yahoo.com
Bulletin Editor: Lois Riskin — 609-882-5376;LRiskin@verizon.net

Calendar of Events

May 26th Deadline for mailed application for absentee
Tuesday ballot to County Clerk
June 1st 3 p.m. deadline for applying for an absentee
Monday ballot in person at the County Clerk's office
June 2° Your polling place 6:00 am —
Tuesday 8:00 pm . )

Primary Election Day
June 2% Greenacres Country  5:45 pm — * T
Tuesday Club 9:00 pm .

Annual Meeting
Details Inside

Presidents’ Message

Dear League Members & Friends: As we come to tloeogéithe League year and look forward to our Annual
Meeting, the Lawrence League has many accomplistamiemeflect on. This was the year that a deditate
committee of members wrote a new set of Bylawsuidegyour activities. This was also a year when
Lawrence continued to take a leadership role iteStaague events with the implementation of our
proposed study on voting rights for parolees amdationers. Sixty-four percent of LWVNJ'’s leagues
participated in this year's study representingoiduicipation of more than 50% of the statewide
membership. Of the Leagues that responded, 60%ndetd that voting rights should be restored to all
parolees and probationers who are U.S. citizenis. ddnsensus position will now allow us to workiaeiy

to realize this goal. Lawrence has also taken @eleship role on the LWVNJ Alternative Energy and
Immigration Committees with several members acyiyarticipating. The Immigration Committee’s
proposal for a study of in-state college tuitiotesafor qualified undocumented students was addptete
LWVNJ 58th Biennial Convention on May 2nd. In thiture, we also hope to take a leadership position o
calling for a study and a consensus position oarse@ccurate and auditable voting technology imdgie
County and around the state.

Thank you for all you contributed to this Leaguaryand for volunteering at our 31 Voter Registmatio
Events. We look forward to seeing you at the AnMeéting and working with you in the year to come.

Sincerely, Nicole Plett & Veronica Pickering



The League of Women Votersof Lawrence Township
cordially invites you and your guests to our

Tuesday, June 23rd, 2009
5:45 pm to 9:00 pm
Greenacres Country Club
2170 Lawrence Road
Lawrenceville, NJ 08648
(609) 896-0276

$35.00 per Member - $40 per Guest
Covers the cost of the prime rib buffet and one sbfirink
There will be a Cash Bar

LWVLT members not wishing to attend the dinner shoud arrive at 5:45 p.m. for the
voting portion of the Annual Meeting. Dinner will start at 6:30 pm.

Pre-payment required for all members and guests
Checks must be received no later than June 9th!
No Money Accepted at the Door!

Guest Speaker: Mercer County Executive, Brian Hughe
"The State of the County."
There will be questions & answers from the floor.



We will be presenting the Annual
Martha Jamieson Crowley Award for Community Service
to two students from Lawrence Township high schools
(LHS and Notre Dame High School)

Questions? Phone Lois Riskin 882-5376 or Diane fSkyd96-0653

PLEASE USE THIS FORM to purchase dinner ticketsanfibr membership dues.
Annual dues are $55 for individual membership; &8fFamily membership.
Complete this section and return it with your ci{erknade out to LWVLT.

Checks for the dinner must be received no later fume 9tlsend to:

Diane Gerofsky
4 Marvin Court
Lawrenceville, NJ 08648



A typical buffet menu for
PRIME RIB NIGHT

GREENACRES CHOPPED SALAD AND SOUP TABLE
WILD MUSHROOM BISQUE

CARVING STATION
PRIME RIB OF BEEF with AU JUS
ROAST BEEF TENDERLOIN, CARAMELIZED SHALLOT GRAVY
BEEF RIB BONES

CHAFING STATION

) SAUTEED LEMON CHICKEN
SAUTEED CHICKEN CUTLETS, PRESERVED MEYER LEMON SAWEC

CHAR-GRILLED TILAPIA
FINISHED WITH A GRILLED VIDALIA ONION RELISH AND BEURRE BLANC

POTATO PANCAKES

VEGETABLE MEDLEY

BROILED MARYLAND CRABCAKES

DESSERT

GREENACRES SUNDAE BAR

COOKIES, FRESH FRUIT

COFFEE, DECAF, TEA, ICED TEA




The Annual Meeting of the League of Women Voters of Lawrence Township will take
place at 5:45, before the Annual Dinner. No fee required!

We will be voting on:

Proposed Slate of Nominees for 2009 —2010

President (1-year term ) Nicole Plett

1st Vice President (2-year term) Lois Riskin

2nd Vice President (1-year term) Christe McCoy

Secretary (2-year term) Karen Siracusa

Treasurer (1-year term) Diane Bartfield

Director-at-large (1-year term) Kim Taylor (Buliex

Director-at-large (1-year term) Veronica Picker{Rgogramming)

Director-at-large (2-year term) Doris Weisberg {&dServices)

Director-at-large (2 year term) Diane Armingtomghigration)

Additional directors-at-large will be appointed tine new Board following the Annual Meeting. Those
members who have agreed to be considered as apgaiiméctors include: Joan Goodman, Joan Rowland,
Joan Tomlin, Adele Vexler and others.

For explanation of our LWV-LT staggered terms dfaaf (some officers are elected for two-year teims

even-numbered years and others are elected foyéanterms in odd-numbered years) please reféreto t
Bylaws of the LWV of Lawrence Township (Adopted dary 26, 2009), Page 2.

Proposed LWVLT Budget for 2009 —2010

Income Expenditures
Membership (89x$55.00)  $4,895.00 LWVUS (89x$29.20) $2,598.80
Donations 500.00 LWVNJ (89x$23.00) 20407.
Callathon 200.00 Bulletin Printing (R0OO
Moderator Services 100.00 Comm. & InvitenBng 75.00
Theatre Party 750.00 Postage 300.00
Funding Raising 185.80 Membership Booklets 110.00
Stationary/Supplies/Invites 50.00
Publications (State/National) 50.00
Voter Services 100.00
Hospitality 50.00
Gifts/Grievance 100.00
Insurance 100.00
Scholarships 500.00
Convention 300.00
Miscellaneous 50.00

Total Income $6,630.80 Total Expemdis $6,630.80



At the Annual Meeting we will also vote on our Local Programs for 2009 —2010.
Three proposals recommended by the Board of Directors follow:

Recommended Local Program Topic for 2009-2010
Submitted by Christe McCoay, April 3, 2009

Name: Mercer Crossings and Brunswick Turnpike South Redevelopment
Purpose: Education and advocacy to further efforts being made to redevelop the area around the Farmers
Market (Mercer Crossings) and along Business Rt. One (Brunswick Turnpike South)
LWVNJ Positions Supported by this Program:
1) Natural Resources (Planning for Growth; Smart Growth)
2) Transportation
Description: Mercer Crossings is a redevelopment plan proposed for the area radiating out from the
Farmers Market on the corner of Princeton Ave. and Olden Ave. Parts of three municipalities --
Lawrence, Trenton, and Ewing -- are included in the project. The studies and preliminary plans
presented by the county Division of Planning stress the inclusion of
* concentrated, mixed-use lifestyle centers
» workforce and affordable/moderate income housing
* entertainment, community gathering, and small/medium retail venues
* attractive, welcoming streetscapes, including wide, tree-lined sidewalks,
pedestrian-friendly crosswalks, green areas
* bike lanes
« traffic realignment and calming strategies, including roundabouts

The purpose is to reinstate a sense of place and community and to make the area a destination, not
just a corridor for moving from one town to the next. Its position between Rider University and The College
of New Jersey is advantageous in this respect. The inclusion of three townships in the planning presents
complications, but also opportunities for increased cooperation. The Brunswick Turnpike South project is a
plan for redevelopment of the southern part of Business Route 1 in Lawrence Township, with similar goals
re attractiveness, pedestrian walkways, traffic calming, trees, mixture of housing and retail.

The LWVLT project would have as its purpose the increased education and awareness throughout the
township of the redevelopment projects, their goals, and their benefits to the community. It would advocate,
as needed, for the aspects of the projects that are in support of established LWV positions and for
cooperation among the three municipalities.

Possible Activities: The LWVLT can sponsor symposia or town meetings for informational purposes. The
LWVLT could put together pamphlets to help disseminate knowledge and understanding of the
projects. Members could attend Planning and/or Zoning Committee meetings to follow the progress
of the plans. Members could meet with the County Planning Division and learn how LWVLT can
support and help further these redevelopment projects effectively.

Recommended Local Program Topic for 2009-2010
Submitted by: Karen Siracusa, April 10, 2009

The LWV Committee on Immigration will propose at May 2 convention, a state wide LWVNJ study of the
issue of passing legislation in NJ that will grant undocumented students, who graduate from NJ high
schools, are, for all intents, residents of NJ, the right to attend state colleges (community and 4 year),
instate tuition rates.

| propose, that if the convention passes the proposal, we take up this study -- including in the study process:

At least one meeting with a speaker(s) — to attract public attention

A mock debate on the issue (can we get High School debate team)

Letters to the editor on pros & cons

Possible interview undocumented students

Visit our state legislators to get their feelings (can't lobby either way)

Personal investigation into how many undocumented there might be in Mercer County

ourwNE



Recommended Local Program Topic for 2009-2010

Submitted by: Nicole Plett, April 12, 2009

This proposal is to organize a study of the options for the most secure, accurate and auditable voting
process for Mercer County. This study will not require original research; it can be based on copious
documented studies, evidence, including legal evidence and expert testimony introduced in the ongoing
court case [2004 to the present] before Superior Court Judge Linda R. Feinberg: Princeton Coalition for
Peace versus the State of New Jersey. (The trial transcript is more than 1,000 pages in length.) There is
also much information to be obtained from the office of Congressman Rush Holt, the original sponsor of the
“Paper Trail” voting bill. The current legal controversy in Minnesota regarding the recount of the 2008
Senatorial election also provides extensive evidence about how a vote-by-vote recount is affected by the
voting technology in use.

Study Mercer County’s use of Sequoia Voting Systems’ “Advantage” Touch-Screen voting
machines.

Study the reliability of the Advantage voting machine and the reliability of Sequoia’s proposed (and
recently tested) retrofitted printers.

Study alternatives to Touch-Screen machines such as Optical Scan voting.

Study the security of internet voting and/or the internet transmission of voting data.

Study the use of a “No-Fault” Absentee Ballot.

Interpret and analyze the evidence. Design a fact-based, informative public forum on the issue.
Ask LWV-LT to reach consensus. Consensus would allow members to participate in ongoing
legislative and judicial consideration of the Mercer County voting machine question.

Leaque of Women Voters-Lawrence Township ImmigraPresentation

On May 11 Bill Wakefield of First Friends/IRATE ¢irfaith Refugee Action Team-Elizabeth) spoke at th
meeting of the League of Women Voters of Lawrenoeiship about current practices of detaining asylum
seekers in the US, particularly at the ElizabetkteDgon Center (EDC) in NJ. He introduced JohniNas
asylum seeker from Kashmir and former nine-montaidee of EDC, who told of his experiences seeking
asylum in the US and his situation under detention.

Wakefield reported that in many ways the condgiahEDC are worse than prisons. These non-
criminal asylum seekers are taken in shackles. ShkeeVir. Nasir, are taken directly from the airpo
where he had arrived using a valid visa. Detairsdluan seekers are confined in dormitory rooms where
they spend 22 hours a day with no sunlight. Acte$awyers is not mandated by the laws that protect
American citizens. For asylum seekers arriving fiaimer countries it is a difficult, sometimes impixe
process. Detainees at Elizabeth can communicakewsitors via phones installed on either side of a
separating glass barrier.

Bill Wakefield told about volunteers with Firsti€nds/IRATE who visit people detained at the EDC
and who seek to change US policy of detaining nomnel asylum seekers. Information was provided on
how people might help detainees at EDC and wotkitay about improvement of conditions there. Bill
Wakefield may be contactedwabkeconsult@aol.com




LWVNJ Biennial Convention

On Saturday, May 2, at the Hyatt Regency Hotel éwNBrunswick, almost 100 League members and
supporters gathered to reconfirm the League's amsand shape the League's future at the LWVNJ 58th
Biennial Convention. The one-day convention scheduluded breakfast, a silent auction, staff and
committee reports, a luncheon, an awards cerentioely debate and discussion of Programs and Bylaws
and the election of a new board. Keynote speaksraborah Jacobs, Executive Director, ACLU-NJ, with
a talk on “Disappearing Watchdogs: The Decline miittMedia and Its Impact on Democracy.” Delegates
approved a 2009-2011 study of in-state collegéituifior undocumented New Jersey high school grasyat
a study recommended by the LWVNJ Immigration Corteritaind the LWV of Lawrence Township.

Pictured above is a caucus breakout group disaussiw programs including the In-State Tuition stadg
LWVLT’s proposed study of electronic voting techogy. Although the latter study was not adoptedhey t
assembly, new relationships were formed with caaspcs from Bergen County, Northern Valley, Red

Bank, and Ocean County. The Monroe Township Leaghe&h has already conducted such a study, offered
assistance in our future efforts. Representing LIMVas delegates were Veronica Pickering, NicoldtPle
Lois Riskin, and Karen Siracusa. Lawrence membéis attended as guests were Diane Armington and
Joan Rowland.

New Member: Susan Varga. “| was born in Massaclsisatd have been a lifelong New Jersey resident. |
have been a nurse for twenty years, and | gradwatbdny BSN from Seton Hall University. | will be
continuing my studies at Rutgers University thimguer. | am a certified psychiatric nurse, and bhglto

the American Psychiatric Nurses' Association ad agthe National Nurses' Association and the MfeSt
Nurses' Association. | am particularly interestethéealth care issues in legislation.”



LWVLT Brunch and Theater Party, March 29, 2009



Fabulous Buffet Dinner
Tuesday, June 23 " — details inside
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