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League of Women Voters of Lawrence Township
March 2009 Bulletin

Acting Presidents: Veronica Pickering - 609-896-03&; VAPick1924@aol.com
Nicole Plett - 609-771-1665NBPlett@yahoo.com

Bulletin Editor: Lois Riskin — 609-882-5376;Lriskin@verizon.net

Calendar of Events

March 29 Doris Weisberg’'s | 11:30 — 1:00 pm Brunch and Theater Party
Sunday 70 Schindler Ct. brunch with
(609)671-0604 Theater
following
2 Details inside
April 1 e, Deadline for submitting written
Wednesday oY d suggestions for Local Programs
"'_/5= (topic and rationale) to the board
j7= 4 —
April 1 Chapter Budget Draft Due
Wednesday from Budget Committee
April 13 Lawrence Public 7:00pm Board/Business Meeting
Monday Library All members welcome
May 1 Draft Slate of Board Members Due
Friday from Nominating Committee
May 2 Hyatt Hotel 9:00 am — 4:30 LWVNJ Convention
Saturday New Brunswick pm
May 11" Lawrence Public 7:00pm Board/Business Meeting
Monday Library All members welcome
Bill Wakefield will speak on immigrant

detention — details inside

Annual Meeting

June 2009

Date and Location to be determinec

)




COME JOIN US ON SUNDAY, MARCH 29 FOR
THE ANNUAL THEATRE SCHOLARSHIP FUNDRAISER

The League recognizes individuals who have demonated outstanding service to Lawrence Township
or its surrounding communities.

Your donation supports the funding of the Martha Crowley Community Service Award.

In keeping with the spirit of the founders of thealgue of Women Voters and in memory of former LWVLT

President Martha Jamieson Crowley, who gave sorgasky to the Lawrence community, the Lawrence
League has established this annual community seavi@rd for young people.

We begin @ 11:30am for Brunch at Doris & Jerry Weiberg’'s home, 70 Schindler Ct.
then head to Hopewell's Off-Broadstreet Theater fora matinee performance of:
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5 South Greenwood Ave.

Hopewell,
NJ (609) 466-2766
Theatre, brunch, and contribution

to the community service award $40.00 per person

Just the Play $25.00 per person
Just the Brunch $20.00 per person

Please contact Annabelle Simpson @ 466-0509 for tic

kets or additional information
or send a check to her at 2 Elden Way,
Lambertville, NJ 08530



Directions to 70 Schindler Court:

It's not shown on this map, but Schindler Courtmnéered from Denow Road, just
East of its intersection with Federal City Roadoirtg) West on Denow Road,
pass Carla Way and then turn right into the Ventinalopment. You'll be on
Schindler Court. Take the first left and 70 SchendCourt is a little bit on the
right.

From 195, go north on Federal City Road, turn rightDenow (there’s a
stoplight) and the first left goes into the Ventaleaelopment. You'll be on
Schindler Court. Take the first left and 70 SchendCourt is a little bit on the
right.



The League of Women Voters of Lawrence Township nds you!

Do you have a local issue that you would like te ser League promote during 2009-20107?
Members are invited to submit proposals for LocalgPam initiativedy April 1. Only
proposals submitted to the Board 60 days in advarayebe considered for approval at the
Annual Meeting in June. Proposed issues shoulohked to positions that the LWVUS

or LWVNJ has taken. Proposals should be writtempage or two -- stating the topic, the
reasons this would be an appropriate and meanimggué for League advocacy, and some
suggested activities that might be undertaken duhe year in support of the issue.

Deadline for submission to the Board (send to Rigkin) is April 1, 2009.

We invite interested members of the Lawrence LWVdlunteer to become board or
committee members of our active group. Slots aadlave for a new League Treasurer as
well as members interested in serving on a vanégommittees -- social, electoral,
legislative, financial, voter service, publicatipasd study issue jobs are all available. Please
help us continue the Lawrence League traditioreofise to our community, our state, and
our nation. Pick an area of activity that suits y&st and volunteer! Contact acting co-
presidents Veronica Pickering [vapick1924@aol.comicole Plett [nbplett@yahoo.com].

DON'T MISS THE MAY 11 ™" MEETING

Bill Wakefield, Co-Chair of the New Brunswick Prgséry Task Force on Immigration, will
give a presentation on general issues concernitgiien of immigrants and on his
experience in particular with the Elizabeth DetemtCenter, where he has a relationship with
an inmate whom he visits regularly.

LWV POLITICAL BOOK/FILM DISCUSSION CLUB

The LWV of Lawrence is trying to initiate an LWV Recal Book / Film Discussion Club. It
would be open to Leaguers in our area. If you ateréested in joining such a group, please
email Metta Cahill of the Lawrence League of Worveters atMettacnml@aol.com




New Members:

Sonya Rozanskywas born in Philadelphia and graduated from Terdjpleersity. She
moved to Mercer County in 1967 and has lived tilsaree. She was employed as a chemist
by a pharmaceutical firm in Philadelphia for temrgeand then worked for the New Jersey
Department of Environmental Protection for twendwfyears, retiring in June 2002. Sonya
and her husband have been involved in a numbavicfactivities since their respective
retirements from the work-a-day world.

Cathleen Lewiswas born in Queens, New York, and grew up outsfd@oston, MA. She
first moved to New Jersey while attending schodaitiglass College, where she graduated
in 2001. She moved to Lawrence Township in 2004 Wwér now-husband Paul Penna.
Cathleen currently works for the New Jersey Motehile Commission as the Legislative
Liaison. She currently serves on the Lawrence Towm&oning Board, her homeowners
association, and is an active member of the Wontealsical Caucus.

When Falk Engel sent in his membership check, tleded a letter that we wanted to reproduce here:

“Enclosed please find my membership form and dbheslcfor the League of Women Voters of Lawrence fighip.
| enroll with great personal pleasure and thankfgowour invitation.

| would like to share this thought with you: Muchwhat | have of late withessed in this presiddrdampaign once
again affirms my belief that non-partisan edifywvajces, such as are provided by the League, anécally
important element in the discourse of democracyekléver any faction (or multiple factions), beli¢kat their sole
opportunity for electoral success is contingentrugistracting and distorting that discourse, iital that there are
those who will redirect public focus to a fair avlgjective colloquy illuminating matters of substandcElections are
after all — in the view of the founders of thisuéfic — a public conversation informing the destofyour nation,
states, and communities. The survival of our fagtns of liberty is absolutely contingent upoe terpetuation of
that dialogue under the aegis of truth, reason,canlity. Thus, | sincerely thank the League it priceless
contributions.

Thank you and I look forward to working togethetlwyou in your many valuable endeavors.”
Sincerely,

Falk Engel



Corrections for Pink Membership Booklets

Barbara Hallows’ phone is 924-1009 (not 924-1099).

Jim Cleak’s phone is 882-4447 (not 882-1447).

Add “Mimi” to Miriam Levin’s name — she prefers that.

Added Email Addresses:

Thomas Hitch — ThomasHitch@mns.com

Mimi Levin — tscets@comcast.net

Jim Cleak — Jim.Cleak@multisponsor.com (in addition to home email that’s in booklet)

New Members:
Geraldine Stachelski

9 Dickens Drive
Lawrenceville, NJ 08648
530-1539
Gstac39@yahoo.com

Eleanor Horne

35 Dix Lane
Lawrenceville, NJ 08648
895-0813
ehorne@ets.org

Mary Jane Thurston
23 Merion Place
896-9355
MJThurs@aol.com

Falk Engel

10 Barnett Road
Lawrenceville, NJ 08648
883-1076
FalkEngel@verizon.net

Sonya Rozansky
59 Brophy Drive
Ewing, NJ 08638
883-4598
isroza@att.net

Cathleen Lewis

14 Sherman Place
Lawrenceville, NJ 08648
CathleenlLewis@yahoo.com

We are in need of new members and we mustSK individuals to join. We hope all of you keep a
couple of thehot pink membership forms on hand at all times. Do not hetgite to present them to

people you meet!

HomeFront: Stepping Up to the PlateBy Betty Kletter, LWV of Monroe Township

Manyorganizations are doing a wonderful job of feedimg hungryHomeFront is

doing more. Its role is family preservation. Treahow they do it. They admit homeless
families; besides bed and board, the mothers re¢eining in parenting, home skills
and job skills. The children meanwhile are eith@&o#led in school or a wonderful pre-
school or nursery school. There's even a newbaihtyaon the grounds. When all this is
in place, an apartment is furnished and the familyjoved in, to return to what we
consider normal living. To see more, go to thezbgite,

http://www.homefrontnj.org/index.cfm




A Renegade Group Within LWVUS on Health Care Reform
by Michelle Sternfeld

A group of League members from across the country, who initially met each other at the 2006
National Convention, formed the HCR4US coalition, which recruited members offline from
some of LWVUS's other national issue lists. However this new group could not operate under
the LWV's specific aegis. Connections were renewed in Portland this past June, where the
torch passed to the newly formed and now fully legitimate LWVUS Task Force. Linked by their
mutual interest in health care reform, several members continue to check in with each other
periodically for ideas and support. The next few months could prove pivotal regarding health
care policy in this country.

With the advent of the 111th Congress, the LWVUS Board of Directors was preparing to adopt
legislative priorities for 2009 at its January meeting. The LWV Board was soliciting suggestions
for legislative priorities for the upcoming year. It was an opportunity to communicate a
preference for working toward a Single-Payer Health Care system. But notification for this was
sent out on January 10, 2009; the deadline for suggestions was January 15, 2009; and the
Board met January 30. LWVUS board member Judy Duffy is the advocacy contact:
jduffylwv@aol.com.

The board had also been urging everyone to contact then incoming HHS Secretary Daschle,
via the website: www.change.gov/openforqguestions. Of course, like so many other fast-
changing issues in Washington these days, Senator Daschle is now gone and has not yet
been replaced.

However, the LWVUS Healthcare Listserv has now become an active, open to all, forum for
communicating on health care issues. Any LWV member can sign up for the
LWVUS Healthcare Listserv at www.lwv.org.

The League is also coordinating with two other organizations, and LWV members can sign up
there also for updates and alerts: Physicians for a National Health Plan
(www.pnhp.org) and Healthcare-NOW (www.Healthcare-NOW.orq).

State and community leagues already represented by the original group are:

Cynthia Brubaker LWV Amherst MA

Joyce Devaney LWV Larimer County CO

Judy Deutsch LWV Sudbury MA

Susan Eidenschink LWV Tacoma-Pierce Co WA
Rebecca Elgie LWV Tompkins County NY
Janice Goodell LWV Harvard MA

Linda Mahan LWV Larimer County CO

Sandy McCanne LWV Capistrano Bay Area CA
Pauline Nager LWV East Nassau NY

Joan Rabin LWV Amherst MA

Patricia Reed LWV Saratoga NY

Karen Green Stone LWV Bloomington-Monroe Coumy |
Jackie Wolf LWV Amherst MA



Lawrence League of Women Voters
BOARD Meeting — March 9, 2009 — DRAFT MINUTES

LWV Lawrence Members present (15): Christe McCoy, Diane Armington, Joan Rowland, Joan
Tomlin, Karen Siracusa, Nicole Plett, Barbara Hallows, Diane Gerofsky

Meeting Leader: co-President, Nicole Plett

I. WELCOME: Nicole Plett
Nicole Plett opened the meeting at 7 PM. The announcements were:

II. SECRETARY’S REPORT -- MINUTES FROM FEBRUARY 9TH, 20009:
Presenter, Karen Siracusa, Secretary

The minutes of the Board Meeting from Feb. 9, 2009, were distributed.

Motion to approve Secretary’s minutes: Nicole Plett

2nd to the motion: Joan Tomlin

Approved by all present

lll. TREASURER’S REPORT: Diane Gerofsky, Treasurer
Our closing balance as of Feb. 23, 2009, is $4,423.80. We now have 91 members with dues
fully paid.

IVV. March 29, 2009 THEATER PARY

» Theater Party is March 29, 2009. Luncheon at Doris Weisberg’'s home at 11:30 AM, followed
by the attendance at the theater. The goal is to raise $1,000. Diane Gerofsky has background

materials on the financial details of this fundraiser. We use the profits to award scholarships to
graduating Lawrence Township high school seniors.

V. NOMINATING COMMITTEE: Christe McCoy

Christe McCoy will work on job descriptions for the directorates and officer positions.

Joan Tomlin will chair the Nominating Committee; its members include: Judy Brickman, Diane
Armington, Joan Rowland, and Metta Cabhill.

The Committee will:
(1) Recommend names for: a first Vice-President and a Secretary for two-year terms,
a Treasurer for a one-year term, and three to four directors for one-year or two-year terms.
(Note: board terms are staggered, so some of our current board officers will serve another
year; thus not all positions need to be filled at the June 2009 membership meeting.)

(2) Meet again during the last 2 weeks of March.

VI. LAWRENCE LEAGUE CALLATHON: Diane Armington, chair



The callathon committee includes: Joan Tomlin, Nicole Plett, and Karen Siracusa. The
committee will ask two more members to assist with calls. Monies raised go the LWVNJ to
support the organization. Each local league receives 10% of the monies it raises for the local
chapter’s own use.

VII. NATIONAL POPULAR VOTE STUDY & CONSENSUS QUESTIONS
The LWVUS has launched a study on whether the US President should be elected solely by
popular vote and the Electoral College eliminated.

VIII. NEW BUSINESS

Barbara Hallows and Karen Siracusa would like Bill Wakefield, Co-Chair of the New Brunswick
Presbytery Task Force on Immigration, to give a presentation on general issues concerning
detention of immigrants and on his experience in particular with the Elizabeth Detention
Center, where he has a relationship with an inmate with whom he visits regularly. We will invite
him for either the May 11" meeting.;r1) Barbara Hallows will invite Bill Wakefield and confirm
the date.

IX. ADJOURNMENT at 9:15 PM

X. CALENDAR NOTES

. March 29 — Theater party

. April 1 — local program planning should be completed

. April 1 — our chapter budget draft is due

. May 1 — our draft slate for officers is due

. Monday, April 13-- regular business meeting of board (members welcome)
. Saturday, May 2 — LWVNJ Convention

. Monday, May 11-- regular business meeting of board (members welcome)
. June 2009 — Annual Meeting — date TBD

O~NO O WNE

Respectfully submitted by Karen Siracusa.



Don’'t miss the March ZQS;TEBrunch and Theater Party. Details
Inside.

Bring a friend. Bring an enemy!

Lawrence League of Women Voters
C/O Lois Riskin

22 Royal Oak Rd.

Lawrenceville, NJ 08648-3240



